
continued from page 15
The advance of óradicalô over óliberalô

critiques of science may be summarised as
a move from consideration of effects to
causes. The liberal approach is based on
use/abuse, we should monitor problems.
What are pesticides doing to wildlife?
Letôs make sure that nuclear technology
is clean. The radical analysis aims to reach
the core. How does the ideology provide
that gloss and underpinning?

These essays attempt such analysis.
Overall, they provide many insights. Reach-
ing them does need some perseverance.
The accessibility of these articles varies,
which approaches a recommendation of
the book. Radical Science philosophy has
progressed since then. It has now achieved
incomprehensibility to mortals. An early
triumph of this approach is óScience as
Alienated Consciousnessô by Alfred Sohn-
Rethel, complete with a careful critique
by the collective. I suffered alienated
consciousness in the foothills. óOther
contributions try the patience of anyone
with short tolerance for Marxian.

It is often said that the way to avoid
losing readers in abstractions is to begin
with the concrete and to build from there.
Charlie Clutterbuck on hazards in the
plastics industry does his best to apply a
óradicalô approach to this truism. It is
tempting to fall back on cheap punning
on his name in order to describe the mass
of concrete detail he provides. The essay
on biology research is a better example of
the approach. However, to give some
irony, it is better appreciated by its over-

SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE COUPON

I am a subscriber. Please renew or
alter my existing sub Q
I am not yet a subscriber. Please
start my new sub U

Freedom single issue subcl

Freedom ....copiesl:]

The Raven D

Joint subscription D

[enclose Ã _. __. _ __.. PHYITIHII
plug Ã ___________ donation

Total Ã ______________________

Name
Address __________________________

 I I ' I '7ô , W

 

(Bundles of 5 or more copies of single
issues paid for in advance are charged at
30p per copy plus postage, eg. Inland
5 copies Ã1.80, I0 copies Ã3.55. Sale-or-
return rates on application.)

laps with one o_n, of all things, the
ideology of mathematics.

One ýnal quibble. The editorial choice
of the order of presentation is off-putting
i.e. determined by the original issues of
the journal. This would be fair enough if
it was presented as a_straight reprint. As
a book, freestanding in its own right,
I wouldnôt have David Dickson on óTech-
riology and the Construction of Social
Realityô and Jack Stauder on the colinial-
ist origins of anthropology as openers. (As
someone who helped plot the Freedom
centenary issue largely on the basis of
which pairs of line counts made neat
two-page spreads, I donôt want to hear
any cliches about glasshouses.)

The remaining essays are on Managerial
Science (or how to convince the proles
we are all rowing together), the politics
of abortion, as ýltered through doctorsô
preconceptions, the ideological basis of
óIQô, Einstein on why he was a socialist,
to link with the cover. Much of the book
is valuable (possibly even Sohn-Rethel,
although I am still" not sure for what). If
only óradical science philosophyô had
stayed like this, needing only a deep
breath, instead of converting itself into
another ýeld for óexpertsô, needing
breathing apparatus.  

(The remainder of Radical Science is
available as a continuing series from Free
Association Books. Donôt be put off by
the name of the publisher, it has no more
connection with similar sounding associa-
tions than we have.)
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WHILE we were pleased to learn that
anarchists were at Wapping on Saturday
24th January, modesty forbids us from
claiming all we were credited with by
police, press and parliament. The mass
picket held at Rupert Murdoch's News
International plant was on the ýrst
anniversary of the dispute over the sacking
of 5 ,500 employees,members of Sogat '82
and the National Graphical Association,
and exceptionally large numbers were
present ð about two pickets for every
man sacked. As television viewing voters
saw, there was also a massive police
presence. One half of one per cent of
those present were arrested, and over a
year the dispute has involved 1.2 million
police man hours at a cost of Ã5 .3 million.
Police made allegations ofmissiles thrown,
unions claimed police provocation with
mounted police launching an unprovoked
attack on demonstrators.

And why were the police thereó? To
uphold ólaw and orderô - that is govern-
ment legislation. Since Mrs Thatcher has
said that she believes the maioritv of
trade unionists agree to her legislation,
that óthey themselves didnôt like the
power of the trades unions overindividual
members, they donôt like the closed shopô,
it becomes necessary to deny that
militants are ordinary trade unionists, to
drum up scenes of óviolenceô and then
blame it on óextremistsô.

After Mondayôs verbal aggro in Parlia-
ment the press had a ýeld day on Tuesday
27th. The Conservative Daily Mail, which
gave its front page to a report that Mr
Terry Waite was óin the hands of fanaticsô
 

in Beirut, on its second page headed its
report: óFanatics behind the Battle of
Wappingô, and reported: óthe frenzy of
violence which tore through the streets
of Wapping was whipped up by revolu-
tionary fanatics intent on discrediting the
police . . . Tory and Labour leaders
united in their bitter condemnation of
Saturdayôs ugly scenes and made it
plain they believed small groups of
extremists were behind the trouble
Foreigners who joined the march included
a group of Turkish and Turkish-Cypriot
left-wingers.ô Not a word about the causes
of the dispute and the fact that most of
those present were British trade unionists.

We read that police defended the use
of horses as an alternative to employing
tactics such as plastic bullets or CS gas.
Deputy Commander Wyn Jones said: óAt
present there is no need to consider the
use of gas or baton rounds because the
violence can be controlled by mounted
officers. We would use no more force
than is necessary.ô

So there we have it. At the moment it
is sufýcient to use mounted police, but
if necessary baton rounds, plastic bullets
and gas will be employed, and if the
television-watching voters think this is
not quite British the necessity can be
blamed on those dreaded anarchists and
foreigners.

Mr Douglas Hurd, Home Secretary,
intends to use powers under the new
Public Order Act to control further
demonstrations at Wapping: from April
1st there will be clearer grounds for
arrest and a new hierarchy of offences.
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Riot --(ten years maximum penalty),
violent affray (ýve years), affray (three
years) and provoking fear or violence
(six months). Much of the powers are
already contained in common law but
from April they will become much more
speciýc. In other words, the police can
already do what they like but soon we
can expect. easier convictions and harsher
penalties.

Mr Hurd urged the opposition to
denounce the London Labour Councils
who oppose the police óbecause there is
undoubtedly a connection with these
activitiesô, to which the Daily Mail
comments: óthe same anarchic hatreds
cross-fertilize both". But anarchists want
to abolish the police, whereas the Labour
Councils want political control over the
police, so why the attempt to link the
Left with anarchistsó? In Parliament the
Tories, for all their humbug about
óviolenceô, found it a convenient stick for
attacking Kinnock and the Labour
Party (so that Mr Kinnock had to join
with ópoliticians of all parties, and Mr
Norman Willis, general secretary of the
TUC, in condemning the violenceô).
Kinnock left Gerald Kaufman, Shadow
Home Secretary, to deplore the óviolenceô
but blame the Tories - but did he pledge
his party to dismantle anti-union legisla-
tion? Not he.

Mr Kinnock is trying to win a general
election. He leads a party which was
founded in 1900 to put working class
representatives into parliament to bring
about socialism, and which relies on a

continued on page 2
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ANARCHISTS AND FANATICS
continued from front page

solid working class vote. But óviolenceô in
industrial disputes favours the Conserva-
tive Party. Yet he canôt condemn the
militants since these are the very people
on whom his party relies for grassroots
support, so he joins with the Tories in
condemning óextremistsô and equivocates
on industrial legislation.

The Home Secretary said that the
police were there at Wapping óupholding
the freedom of those who work thereô -
the Tories have always claimed to support
the liberty of the individual.

I am reminded of the man at the
political meeting who asked, óThese
people you call ñblacklegsò, who want
to work - if there were no police how
could they exercise their rights?ô And the
old shop steward who replied, óIf there
were no police, thereôd be no bloody
blacklegs.ô

And without the police, thereôd be no
bosses, and no politicians, Right or Left,
thereôd be workersô control, and no
violence because thereôd be no need for
violence ð in other words we would have
anarchy. CC
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THE special Centenary issue of Freedom ,
which appeared at the end of October
1986, aroused a certain amount of
comment in the press during the following
months.

On 17 October New Society published
an article by Colin Ward discussing the
long survival of Freedom and the Freedom
Press alongside the recent collapse of the
(Marxist) Pluto Press. On 3 November,
the Guardian published rather mangled
versions of three items from the centenary
number of Freedom on the Agenda page;
this brought several hundred inquiries,
which seems a lot until one remembers
that the Guardian has a circulation of
half a million.

In November TheFreethinkerpublished
an anonymous article on the centenary
and the special issue, stressing the
connections with the freethought move-
ment. On 5 December the New Statesman
published a short illustrated review of the
special issue by Martyn Everett. On 12
December Peace News published two
articles, by Dennis Gould and Rich
Cross, the former stressing the connec-
tions with the peace movement. On 19
December Tribune published an article
by Nicolas Walter on the centenary,
stressing the connection with the socialist
movement.

On 27 December - during the lost
weekend between Christmas and New
Year ð the Daily Telegraph published a
long article by Martyn Harris which was

_1 ___._..

friendly but ignorant, and aligned to the
prejudices of its Conservative readers. The
Winter issue of the libertarian socialist
paper Solidarity (number 13) published a
friendly short review of the special issue
of Freedom by Ken Weller. A "friendly
review has also appeared in Nottingham
Anarchist News (number 11) and an item
in the Northamptonshire Grapevine
(number 15).

The latest issue of S.E. Parkerôs paper,
currently called The Egoist (number 8),
in which he ýnally takes his Stirnerist
egoism to the point of repudiating
anarchism, includes some characteristically
sour comments on the references to
Stirner and Stirnerites in the special issue
of Freedom.

And the latest BlackFlag (number 166)
includes Supplement Number 3,consisting
largely of an unsigned 7,000-word article
by Albert Meltzer called óLiars and
Liberalsô, which reached an even more
malicious and mendacious standard than
usual and which may be read according to
choice either as a powerful satire on
anarchist propaganda or as a rather
alarming symptom of abnormal psycho-
logy. We canôt imagine what outsiders
might make of it, but we insist that
virtually every single factual statement
about Freedom and the Freedom Press
is completely false. The only bit we agree
with is the advice to ócall in at 84b
Whitechapel High Street and ýnd out for
yourself.ô
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AS WE predicted, Inspector Lovelock
was acquitted of maliciously wounding
Cherry Groce, his case closely resembling
that of Constable (now Sergeant) Chester
who killed John Shorthouse, aged 5.

In both cases gangs of armed police, a
little before dawn, kicked in the doors of
peaceful houses and sprang from room to
room like characters in a cowboy ýlm,
having been warned to expect manically
hostile gunmen. And in both cases the
higher ranking ofýcers who ordered the
attacks_must have known quite well the
houses were safe. John Shorthouse senior
(now having treatment in prison following
a suicide attempt) ócame quietlyô when he
was arrested shortly before his son was
killed. When Michael Groce appeared in
court he was charged only with illegal
possession of a shotgun, and the prosecu-
tion told the magistrate there was no
reason to doubt his story that he was
keeping it for someone else. If we assume
for the sake of argument that police
intelligence is hopeless, and the top brass
really thought the houses were full of
armed desperados, why did they not
surround the house and shout ultimata
through loud hailers, instead of behaving
as if there was a war onó?

It emerges from the Broadwater Farm
murder trial that something resembling a
war was going on when Constable Keith
Blakelock was killed. The news media at
the time of his death,presumably working
from police brieýngs, gave the impression
that he was standing quietly near a
working ýre engine, waiting to deal with
any sightseers, when someone stabbed
him to death in cold blood. Now it turns
out that he was one of a police detail of
two hundred, in full riot gear, who came
into conflict with about the same number
of citizens and ran for cover, neither
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group taking much interest in the nearby
house ýre. Blakelock was caught and
killed in the heat of battle.

This is of course no excuse. We do not
share the Boys Own Paper attitude, that
killing in cold blood is villainous but it
is alright to kill in hot blood for a good
cause. However, when Constable Chester
andó Inspector Lovelock acted with
murderous violence in the heat of battle
they were found not guilty, because the
jury could understand the emotional
state of people whose bloodstreams are
full of adrenalin.

We do not know how many pre-dawn
armed attacks were made on peaceful
houses in the autumn of 1985, only that
two out of whatever number went
tragically wrong. A hint as to the reason
for them may appear in an article by
James Anderton, the flamboyant Chief
Constable of Manchester, in November
1985 in. the Police Review:

óI see in our midst an enemy more
dangerous, insidious and ruthless
than any faced since the Second
World War . . .a long term political
strategy to destroy the proven
structures of the police . . . In recent
times there has been a most deter-
mined and sustained assault,hardly
disguised, upon the independence
and status of Chief Constables in
particular, and the integrity of the
service as a whole.

Perhaps the unnecessary armed raids were
live training exercises getting ready for
the proper armed conþict between
police and citizenry. On a Radio 4
óAny Questionsô programme in 1979,
Anderton predicted that the main task of
the police in the 1980s would not be
against crime, but against subversion,
against those who sought to overthrow
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democracy. By the end of 1985
evidently, he identiýed subversion against
democracy with the efforts of the
Manchester Police Authority and others
to get the police back under democratic
control.

He once hinted (in an interview with
John óMortimer for the Sunday Times
Magazine) that he might be a reincarnation
of Oliver Cromwell. Cromwell protected
the Commonwealth by overthrowing the
institutions of the Commonwealth and
setting up a military dictatorship.
Anderton is anxious to defend democracy,
and apparently intends to defend it by
overthrowing the institutionsofdemocracy
and setting up a police state.

Recently, with his remarks about AIDS
being the vengeance of God, on homo-
sexuals and drug addicts óswimming in a
cesspool of their own makingô, and his
assertion that God commanded him to
make those remarks, Anderton has
appeared something of a buffoon. But we
should not laugh so much we forget to be
frightened of him. Flamboyant as he is,
he has been elected chairman of the
Association of Chief Police Ofýcers, by
his more discreet but equally power-
hungry colleagues.

A gay pub in London, which had a
magistrateôs licence to stay open until
lam, was forced to close at midnight by
a large band of police ofýcers wearing
surgical rubber gloves, and nine of those
present were arrested for drunkenness.
I think of being drunk in a pub as an
offence similar to passing water in a public
urinal. Perhaps gays will not even be
allowed to do that, now that God,
speaking through Anderton, has damned
them again. Plod

Acknowledgement: the quotes from
Anderton are borrowed from Martin
Walkerôs With Extreme Prejudice: an
investigation into police vigilantism in
Manchester, Canary Press Ã3.50.
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