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The advance of ‘radical’ over ‘liberal’
critiques of science may be summarised as
a move from consideration of effects to
causes. The liberal approach is based on
use/abuse, we should monitor problems.
What are pesticides doing to wildlife?
Let’s make sure that nuclear technology
is clean. The radical analysis aims to reach
the core. How does the ideology provide
that gloss and underpinning?

These essays attempt such analysis.
Overall, they provide many insights. Reach-
ing them does need some perseverance.
The accessibility of these articles varies,
which approaches a recommendation of
the book. Radical Science philosophy has
progressed since then. It has now achieved
incomprehensibility to mortals. An early
triumph of this approach is ‘Science as
Alienated Consciousness’ by Alfred Sohn-
Rethel, complete with a careful critique
by the collective. 1 suffered alienated
consciousness in the foothills. Other
contributions try the patience of anyone
with short tolerance for Marxian.

It is often said that the way to avoid
losing readers in abstractions is to begin
with the concrete and to build from there.
Charlie Clutterbuck on hazards in the
plastics industry does his best to apply a
‘radical’ approach to this truism. It is
tempting to fall back on cheap punning
on his name in order to describe the mass
of concrete detail he provides. The essay
on biology research is a better example of
the approach. However, to give some
irony, it is better appreciated by its over-
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laps with one on, of all things, the
ideology of mathematics.

One final quibble. The editorial choice
of the order of presentation is off-putting
i.e. determined by the original issues of
the journal. This would be fair enough if
it was presented as a straight reprint. As
a book, freestanding in its own right,
I wouldn’t have David Dickson on ‘Tech-
nology and the Construction of Social
Reality’ and Jack Stauder on the colinial-
ist origins of anthropology as openers. (As
someone who helped plot the Freedom
centenary issue largely on the basis of
which pairs of line counts made neat
two-page spreads, I don’t want to hear
any cliches about glasshouses.)

The remaining essays are on Managerial
Science (or how to convince the proles
we are all rowing together), the politics
of abortion, as filtered through doctors’
preconceptions, the ideological basis of
‘IQ’, Einstein on why he was a socialist,
to link with the cover. Much of the book
is valuable (possibly even Sohn-Rethel,
although I am still not sure for what). If
only ‘radical science philosophy’ had
stayed like this, needing only a deep
breath, instead of converting itself into
another field for ‘experts’, needing
breathing apparatus. |

(The remainder of Radical Science is
available as a continuing series from Free
Association Books. Don’t be put off by
the name of the publisher, it has no more
connection with similar sounding associa-
tions than we have.)
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WHO MADE

THAT RUMPUS
AT WAPPING.

ISN'T. IT'S

WHILE we were pleased to learn that
anarchists were at Wapping on Saturday
24th January, modesty forbids us from
claiming all we were credited with by
police, press and parliament. The mass
picket held at Rupert Murdoch’s News
International plant was on the first
anniversary of the dispute over the sacking
of 5,500 employees, members of Sogat 82
and the National Graphical Association,
and exceptionally large numbers were
present — about two pickets for every
man sacked. As television viewing voters
saw, there was also a massive police
presence. One half of one per cent of
those present were arrested, and over a
year the dispute has involved 1.2 million
police man hours at a cost of £5.3 million.
Police made allegations of missiles thrown,
unions claimed police provocation with
mounted police launching an unprovoked
attack on demonstrators.

And why were the police there? To
uphold ‘law and order’ — that is govern-
ment legislation. Since Mrs Thatcher has
said that she believes the majority of
trade unionists agree to her legislation,
that ‘they themselves didn’t like the
power of the trades unions over individual
members, they don’t like the closed shop’,
it becomes necessary to deny that
militants are ordinary trade unionists, to
drum up scenes of ‘violence’ and then
blame it on ‘extremists’.

After Monday’s verbal aggro in Parlia-
ment the press had a field day on Tuesday
27th. The Conservative Daily Mail, which
gave its front page to a report that Mr

Terry Waite was ‘in the hands of fanatics’ .
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in Beirut, on its second page headed its
report: ‘Fanatics behind the Battle of
Wapping’, and reported: ‘the frenzy of
violence which tore through the streets
of Wapping was whipped up by revolu-
tionary fanatics intent on discrediting the
police . Tory and Labour leaders
united in their bitter condemnation of
Saturday’s ugly scenes and made it
plain they believed small groups of
extremists were behind the trouble ...
Foreigners who joined the marchincluded
a group of Turkish and Turkish-Cypriot
left-wingers.” Not a word about the causes
of the dispute and the fact that most of
those present were British trade unionists.

We read that police defended the use
of horses as an alternative to employing
tactics such as plastic bullets or CS gas.
Deputy Commander Wyn Jones said: ‘At
present there is no need to consider the
use of gas or baton rounds because the

violence can be controlled by mounted .

officers. We would use no more force
than is necessary.’

So there we have it. At the moment it
is sufficient to use mounted police, but
if necessary baton rounds, plastic bullets
and gas will be employed, and if the
television-watching voters think this is
not quite British the necessity can be
blamed on those dreaded anarchists and
foreigners.

Mr Douglas Hurd, Home Secretary,
intends to use powers under the new
Public Order Act to control further
demonstrations at Wapping: from April
1st there will be clearer grounds for
arrest and a new hierarchy of offences.

FANATICS

Riot ‘(ten years maximum penalty),
violent affray (five years), affray (three
years) and provoking fear or violence
(six months). Much of the powers are
already contained in common law but
from April they will become much more
specific. In other words, the police can
already do what they like but soon we
can expect easier convictions and harsher
penalties.

Mr Hurd urged the opposition to
denounce the London Labour Councils
who oppose the police ‘because there is
undoubtedly a connection with these
activities’, to which the Daily Mail
comments: ‘the same anarchic hatreds
cross-fertilize both’. But anarchists want
to abolish the police, whereas the Labour
Councils want political control over the
police, so why the attempt to link the
Left with anarchists? In Parliament the
Tories, for all their humbug about
‘violence’, found it a convenient stick for
attacking Kinnock and the Labour
Party (so that Mr Kinnock had to join
with ‘politicians of all parties, and Mr
Norman Willis, general secretary of the
TUC, in condemning the violence’).
Kinnock left Gerald Kaufman, Shadow
Home Secretary, to deplore the ‘violence’
but blame the Tories — but did he pledge
his party to dismantle anti-union legisla-
tion? Not he.

Mr Kinnock is trying to win a general
election. He leads a party which was
founded in 1900 to put working class
representatives into parliament to bring
about socialism, and which relies on a
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