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various forms of political action. Shoshana
Edwards describes Tuckerôs relationship
with George Bernard Shaw. Kenneth R
Gregg describes the inþuence on Tucker
of the pioneer land reformer George
Henry Evans. Mildred J Loomis and Mark
A Sullivan describe the inþuence of
Tucker on the later individualist Laurance
Labadie. Wendy McElroy discusses debates
in Liberty on various nc11-economic issues.
S E Parker describes Tuckerôs relationship
with the English libertarian Dora Marsden.
Sharon Presley describes the discussion of
feminist issues in Liberty. William O
Reichert discusses Tuckerôs freethought.
Jack Schwartzman contributes an artiý-
cial dialogue between Tucker and the
land reformer Henry George. Charles
Shively describes Tuckerôs relationship
with the veteran libertarian Lysander
Spooner. Carl Watner describes some of
the English libertarians who contributed
to Liberty. Don Werkheimer discusses
Tuckerôs ideas about money.

The articles appear in the order given ð
not according to any thematic or logical
pattern, but in the alphabetical order of
the contributorsô surnames. Three or four
are rather disappointing, but three or four
are very interesting. The interview with
Tuckerôs daughter illuminates his persona-
lity and hence his politics, and reveals
him to be nicer but sillier than his writings
suggest. The accounts of English liber-
tarians contributing to Liberty and of

Tucker contributing to the New Free-
woman and The Egoist have particular
value for British readers, though one
would welcome rather more background
information, and some of the references
to British politics are inaccurate.

One of the most important points
about Tuckerôs career was that in 1908,
after 40 yearsô involvement in American
politics, he abandoned not only politics
but America, living in France and Monaco
for another 30 years, and theoretically
as well as practically withdrawing from
anarchism. His daughter mentions that
in the First World War he was pro-French
and anti-German, but none of the contri-
butors grapples with the fact that he was
also pro-war, which is as signiýcant as the
same fact in Kropotkinôs career. One of
the factors in the change of 1908 was a
ýre which destroyed his uninsured office
and stock; another was his relationship
with Pearl Johnson, the mother of his
daughter. One would like to know more
about her, and indeed about Tuckerôs
personal life before 1908; without going
quite so far as recent biographers of
Emma Goldman, there must be more in-
formation about Tucker than his own
account of being seduced by the veteran
feminist Victoria Woodhull in 1873!

But the book is a valuable addition to
anarchist biography and historiography.
Unfortunately it is rather badly edited
and produced, but it is relatively cheap.
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IF parliamentary democracy in general is
a parody of self-government, then a
parliamentary election is a parody of a
parody, and a General Election is a
parody raised to the level of a gigantic
spectacle. Serious political issues become
petty debating points in a media panel
game, punctuated by insults, scandals and
polls, until more than 40 million adults
are once again misrepresented by 650
Members of Parliament. Moreover the
present system of simple majority voting
for a few major parties means that the
House of Commons is ahnost always
dominated by a majority group of MP5
who were elected by a minority of voters.
And the position is yet further distorted
by the signiýcant fact -- which is virtually
ignored in all thecomments - that only
three-quarters of the people who can vote
actually do so. A

In this unreal world of parliamentary
party politics, the main result of the
recent General Election seems to be that
nothing much has changed since the Con-
servative Government came to power
eight years ago. Our society is rather
more deeply divided ð not just between
parties, but between classes and cultures
and races and regions and countries. The
hard fact for the whole left is that the
haves can outvote the have-nots, and that

even if the have-nots were not outvoted
they would be outwitted, so long as the
present system prevails. Despite economic
depression and high unemployment,
despite scandals at home and crises
abroad, British capitalism þoats along on
a stream of North Sea oil in a catamaran
of ýnancial gambling and imperialist
trading. The Thatcher regime, which has
become one of the most apparently
successful phenomena in British history,
seems able to go on and on and on, and
to have the support of most of the
population.

But the real results of the past three
General Elections tell another story:

(Percentages) 1979 19s3 1987
Conservative 33.3 30.8 31.8
Labour 28 .0 20.1 23 .2
Libeml/Auienee 10.5 18.4 17.0
Others 4.2 3 .4 3 .3
Non-voters 24.0 27.3 24.7

So less than one-third of the electorate
actually supports the Thatcher regime.
The Labour Party, which was seriously
damaged in the early 1980s when the
new Social Democratic Party took
enough support away to the Liberals to
prevent any party defeating the Conser-
vatives, has recovered some ground, and
the Alliance has failed to become a

serious. third party with a balance of
power in a hung Parliament. The various
Nationalist parties won only 8.6 per cent
in the Celtic countries, and the various
Marxist vanguards almost disappeared.

Most of the fringe parties are little
more than a source of rare entertainment
in a grim business. The mysterious new
organisation known as the Humanist or
Human Party, which has no connection
with the traditional humanist movement
and seems to have its origins in Latin
American politics, has a policy combining
non-violence and self-activity, but has
made no impact at all. The largest fringe
party, which was founded as the People's
Party in 1973, became the Ecology Party
in 1974 and the Green Party in 1985, has
made some impact in local politics in
several places and on national politics as a
pressure-group, and it did better than ever
before, getting 90,000 votes in 133 con-
stituencies, but it still won less than 1 per
cent of the electorate in those constituen-
cies. Even so, the Green Party General
Election Manifesto was the most interest-
ing single document in the whole cam-
paign (Ãl.25 post free from the Green
Party, 10 Station Parade, Balham High
Road, London SW12 9AZ),and anarchists
would agree with many if not most of its

continued on page 3

PATRlOT/C
-ñii-y\ óI15 -r T0 THE

/úú\l%l:lND~9./ 1\-,,_\>ô~ Q/ff /w

l "F" TO THE
J INNERcrruzs

J

I"ñ""'_"_ó -3
_'-> "ó _~ðè~<._--- ;- -ð*:; ---

(

I i \:l; óT ---- L,Â'__'._.__ _ -_Ãð'ð"ij'Ä ""

R All re
Q95 YFRlENDól'|-lEô5H;1l-lFIRAN SAID w sf0 mm WORLD W/lRFO,p

Y0u'TAc77c'4Ã4 )3ò W/184 1;/5{(""óè#/;-Z/00-./X

0~uil.Ä

//1/057P4re/0/51Á/are
/V0/9 7ô?/0 0è

"50 54/ski? 4879

,-_

þu
_-ð-óñ%

ô <_._____ _,(___

l<\aw:/I3/')o'J_.Sóv'b'.=1'/V/

9/v/-rewneo
I I Kll 1-

7ó

-T

._ 5-. "ðð ~ð-
*ð-ð-- I--ð-ð"2=___'_, ""-

-;:"ó - -er -_óIi.

51* óhi?-fl;-=i.
fr Z-

Il4.u,_. . _ F
_ $.51 ..I\-A0ô óFa?

III-1--u aw - Äs|ll_|IÄn'ev---_-.I-

_II\

_i

ðð-5-ðó Ki. L--__

ð'-~ ð$_ó-

"'* 1!" .._.._'_'\___-I
'~ 4

Q-. -u- 1 L,
Â-'- ' -0 . _

an-~ _ ' $ 
1- '

iii-ii-_ôif!ô "7,__

' '77-IE /-A57ó REF!/GE or A scoun/04:2. ,/T/teèekyeó9 0'"/Me-"è=='d



ðv

FBEEDO ,
anarchist magazine vol 48 no 7 July I987

published by Freedom Press
lin Angel Alleyl
84b Whitechepel High Street
London E1 70X

ISSN 0016 0504

typeset by Mumô: the Word
printed by Aldgete Press I-_Á"fIÁ" _E1
distributed to bookshops by A Dl$1"b"1lÁ"
in-.

Late again.
SORRY the July issue is late. The type-
setting machine had another breakdown,
this time needing a spare part which 100k
time to arrive.

Please get copy in early for the August
issue. We do not promise to publish
everything we receive, but we intend
Freedom to be a forum for anarchism,
not simply a reiteration of our own
particular view. Replies to previ0uS
articles should be letters, not more than
500 words long. Articles (up to 2000
words, preferred length 1000 words)
should be complete in themselves,
referring to previous articles, if at all,
well after the ýrst paragraph; remember
there are many new readers these days.

This being the first editorial note for
some time, we take the opportunity_of
thanking David Peers, who left the
editorial collective in April. David started
writing for Freedom in 1972, and helping
with despatching and other such drudgery
when he moved to London in 1976. He
was invited to become an editor later
that year, and remained with the collective
through several changes, producing one
issue, in 1984, entirely on his own.

Full time employment plus a young
family plus editorship of Freedom is a
heavy load, and David had been intending
to leave since he acquired a young family.
We are quite flattered that he feels
conýdent to leave us in charge. He will
go on compiling the In Brief column.

CC and DR

 

JEWISH ANARCHIST GROUP
Newly formed group welcomes new
members to discuss our heritage and
debate about where we stand as Jews and
anarchists. It is hoped to form a network
of contacts and organise actiyities.
Interestedó? Contact: Jewish Anarchist
Group, Box ASS, 5 2 Call Lane, Leeds 1.
(Please note that this is also the new ad-
dress of Leeds anarchists. The correction
arrived too late for our Contacts Column.
Leeds DAM is at BoxDAM 52 Call Lane.)
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DONATIONS I APRIL-MAY-JUNE
Freedom Magazine Ftmd I
Berkeley DD Ã5; Edmonton (Canada)
HB Ã67; Cheadle CJ Ã3; Oxford GM Ã1;
Tingwallz JG Ã2; Birmingham JPB Ã2;
Bristol TC Ã1; Luton IAM Ã3; Shering-
ham AS Ã1.45; St Ives FW Ã1; London
RH Ã2; Carmathen J BS Ã1 ; Dublin KOôR
Ã1 ; Colchester NM Ã4; Wôhampton J L Ã9;
Shetland FV Ã2.50; Ontario RS Ã2.50;
Tewksbury GSC Ã3; Wôhampton J L Ã6;
Brentwood LP Ã2; Cheshire NSR 55p;
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Freedom Press Premises Fund
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IN BRIEF

Prince Philip's mother is to be buried in
Jerusalem next month. She died in 1969.

The Swedish navy is now so practical at
reacting to foreign submarines that they
have been put in with the police and fire
brigade emergency telephone number.

A Dutch-Australian psychic, on holiday
in Rhodes in 1985, divined the present
whereabouts of the Colossus of Rhodes,
the gigantic statue which Pliny included
among the seven wonders of the world;
she says it is lying on the floor of the
harbour. This year a gigantic lime$'I0þe
fist was dredged up from the exact spot
she indicated. It proved on investigation
to be one of a pile of rocks dropped in
the harbour in 1984, for conservation
purposes.
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ROLLRIGHT STONES FESTIVAL
O

JUST writing to let you know there's a
free festival at the Rollright Stones on
July 18,19, 20th, and the farmerôs given
us permission!

For the use of this land weôve agreed
to plant trees, so please, if possible, could
you bring some along.

There is water on the site, and weôve
already got a stage, generator, and some
PA but some other essentials such as tarps,
acts, bands, wood, people etc would be
appreciated. It is essential that the site is
left immaculate when we leave and this is
everybody ôs responsibility.

The site is on the Kingstone Field next
to the stone circle on the A34 (T) Strat-
ford-upon-Avon to Oxford road. Nearest
village, Long Compton.

Ruby Cornelius

The economist Lord Harris of High Cross
calculated that the number of genuine
unemployed in this country is less than
one million. Theother two million
recipients of unemployment pay, he
reckons, are either on holiday or working
in the informal economy. His proposal
for full employment is to bring wages
down.

A man has been convicted of selling fake
vintage wine, made from a mixture of
cheap Italian wine and his own home
brew, by auction at prices of up to Ã100
a bottle. None of the buyers complained;
he was caught when a bottle blew up at
Sotheby's.

The Interception of Communications Act
1985 allows international messages to be
intercepted without a warrant, provided
a minister guarantees that óif intercepted
material is not certified . . . it is not read,
looked at, or listened to by any personô.

continued from front page

aims though with few if any of its
methods. Its problem is of course that it
is trying to combine revolutionary theory
with reformist practice, and it is likely to
suffer the familiar fate of seeing its best
new clothes stolen by the bad old parties.
Rather than waste time and energy in
electoral politics, it would surely do
better in extra-parliamentary activity
alongside Greenpeace and the Friends of
the Earth; but no doubt many anarchists
were tempted to give it a vote of
sympathy.

Meanwhile the labour movement and
the peace movement are going round in
ever-decreasing circles, and the Labour
Party will surely be forced to drop some
of the policies which lost it crucial
support. Neil Kinnock may have been
the man of the match, but in the end he
did little better than Michael Foot in
1983, and if you are a professional
politician there is no point in winning the
campaign and then losing the election.
Labour is dangerously identified with the
old trade unions and the new bureau-
cracies, and it may have to cast off the
óloony leftô and CND if it wants to regain
some of the central ground where elec-
tions are won or lost.

It was noticeable that all the four major
parties fought hard to be seen as cham-
pions of patriotism - described by Samuel
Johnson as óthe last refuge of a scoundrelô
- even the unilateralist Labour Party pro-
posing to spend more on conventional
defence (with conscription lurking in the
background). One television commercial
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Glosnost?
W/so needs Ill/P
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for the Conservative Party went so far as
tb condemn óforeign ideasô, with the im-
plication that socialism is an alien import,
despite the facts that Marx and Engels did
most of their work in this country, and
that the native tradition stretches back
from Lansbury, Blatchford, Carpenter,
Morris and the Fabians, past the Chartists
and Owen, past the English revolution, to
the Peasantsô Revolt six centuries ago.

But back in the real world, where the
political is the personal and where life is
lived rather than acted, there is much for
us to do. The non-voters now seem to be
firmly established as the second largest
political group in the country, and the
next task is to push into ýrst place. But
now that we have done our non-voting,
we must put the rest of our policy into
practice. The informal economy is larger
than it has been since the Industrial
Revolution began; we must make it still
larger. At the same time we must extend
libertarian action into other areas of
social and political life. The Thatcherist
policy of reducing the economic function
of the state has been matched by the
Thatcherist policy of increasing the
military and ólaw-and-orderô function of
the state; this must be resisted. So must
the parallel Thatcherist policy of shifting
power from local or central government.
As municipal socialism is crushed between
external pressure and internal contradic-
tions, libertarian alternatives must be
advanced. As confrontations between
government and trade union bureau-
cracies continue, the interests of the
actual workers and of the consumers
must be maintained.

All over the world, ordinary people are
struggling against the rich and powerful
institutions which oppress and exploit
them. In this little part of the world, the
situation may not be so dramatic, but
there is plenty of room here for liber-
tarian politics. It is up to us, too, to go on
and on and on.
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EXPLOSIVE NUCLEAR DUMPS

IN MAY this year, in time for the general
election, the government announced that
the Nuclear Energy Waste Executive,
NIREX, had abandoned plans to put
low-level nuclear waste dumps in four
safe Conservative constituencies.

The NIREX report to the Department
of the Environment said:

The preliminary data shows that
nuclides of potential radiological
significance will be long lived . . .
This poses no problem for many
hundreds of years but at very long
times into the future (1,000-
100,000 years) the possibility of
approaching the limits of safety
criteria cannot be ruled out. -

Recent studies have shown that
over very long times, gas generation
in a repository is likely to be quite
large; the largest volume of gas is
hydrogen from the corrosion of
steel . . . carbon dioxide and
methane are also produced as a
result of degradation of . . . paper
and wood . . . a signiýcant pressure
build-up in time.

The existence of this problem at
all is largely attributable to the over-
engineering of the shallow type of
repository to provide belt and
braces safety systems.

In other words, we could prevent a gas
explosion in the far future by building
leaky waste dumps.

People living near the four proposed
new sites were offered rates reductions
and other financial compensations for
having the sites near them. Now the
inhabitants of Drigg, who have lived near
the one existing nuclear waste dump for
twenty years, are saying the same
compensations should be offered to them.
There is no way now they can get rid of
the dump, but if they were disgruntled
enough they could obstruct the passage
of vehicles bringing new contributions.
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