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various forms of political action. Shoshana

'Edwards describes Tucker’s relationship
with George Bernard Shaw. Kenneth R
Gregg describes the influence on Tucker
of the pioneer land reformer George
Henry Evans. Mildred J Loomis and Mark
A Sullivan describe the influence of
Tucker on the later individualist Laurance
Labadie. Wendy McElroy discusses debates
in Liberty on various ncil-economic issues.
S E Parker describes Tucker’s relationship
with the English libertarian Dora Marsden.
Sharon Presley describes the discussion of
feminist issues in Liberty. William O
Reichert discusses Tucker’s freethought.
Jack Schwartzman contributes an artifi-
cial dialogue between Tucker and the
land reformer Henry George. Charles
Shively describes Tucker’s relationship
with the veteran libertarian Lysander
Spooner. Carl Watner describes some of
the English libertarians who contributed
to Liberty. Don Werkheimer discusses
Tucker’s ideas about money.

The articles appear in the order given —
not according to any thematic or logical
pattern, but in the alphabetical order of
the contributors’ surnames. Three or four
are rather disappointing, but three or four
are very interesting. The interview with
Tucker’s daughter illuminates his persona-
lity and hence his politics, and reveals
him to be nicer but sillier than his writings
suggest. The accounts of English liber-
tarians contributing to Liberty and of

Tucker contributing to the New Free-
woman and The Egoist have particular
value for British readers, though one
would welcome rather more background
information, and some of the references
to British politics are inaccurate.

One of the most important points
about Tucker’s career was that in 1908,
after 40 years’ involvement in American

politics, he abandoned not only politics -

but America, living in France and Monaco
for another 30 years, and theoretically
as well as practically withdrawing from
anarchism. His daughter mentions that
in the First World War he was pro-French
and anti-German, but none of the contri-
butors grapples with the fact that he was
also pro-war, which is as significant as the
same fact in Kropotkin’s career. One of
the factors in the change of 1908 was a
fire which destroyed his uninsured office
and stock; another was his relationship
with Pearl Johnson, the mother of his
daughter. One would like to know more
about her, and indeed about Tucker’s
personal life before 1908; without going
quite so far as recent biographers of
Emma Goldman, there must be more in-
formation about Tucker than his own
account of being seduced by the veteran
feminist Victoria Woodhull in 1873!

But the book is a valuable addition to
anarchist biography and historiography.
Unfortunately it is rather badly edited
and produced, but it is relatively cheap.
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IF parliamentary democracy in general is
a parody of self-government, then a
parliamentary election is a parody of a
parody, and a General Election is a
parody raised to the level of a gigantic
spectacle. Serious political issues become
petty debating points in a media panel
game, punctuated by insults, scandals and
polls, until more than 40 million adults
are once again misrepresented by 650
Members of Parliament. Moreover the
present system of simple majority voting
for a few major parties means that the
House of Commons is almost always
dominated by a majority group of MPs
who were elected by a minority of voters.
And the position is yet further distorted
by the significant fact — which is virtually
ignored in all the.comments — that only
three-quarters of the people who can vote
actually do so.

In this unreal world of parliamentary
party politics, the main result of the
recent General Election seems to be that
nothing much has changed since the Con-
servative Government came to power
eight years ago. Our society is rather
more deeply divided — not just between
parties, but between classes and cultures
and races and regions and countries. The
hard fact for the whole left is that the
haves can outvote the have-nots, and that
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‘even if the have-nots were not outvoted

they would be outwitted, so long as the
present system prevails. Despite economic
depression and high unemployment,
despite scandals at home and crises
abroad, British capitalism floats along on
a stream of North Sea oil in a catamaran
of financial gambling and imperialist
trading. The Thatcher regime, which has
become one of the most apparently
successful phenomena in British history,
seems able to go on and on and on, and
to have the support of most of the
population.

But the real results of the past three
General Elections tell another story:

(Percentages) 1979 1983 1987
Conservative 38.3 30.8 - g

Labour 2880 - 20), 1 23.2
Liberal/Alliance 10.5 18.4 17.0
Others 4.2 3.4 3.3
Non-voters 24.0 g 24.7

So less than one-third of the electorate
actually supports the Thatcher regime.
The Labour Party, which was seriously
damaged in the early 1980s when the
new Social Democratic Party took
enough support away to the Liberals to
prevent any party defeating the Conser-
vatives, has recovered some ground, and
the Alliance has failed to become a

serious. third party with a balance of
power in a hung Parliament. The various
Nationalist parties won only 8.6 per cent
in the Celtic countries, and the various

Marxist vanguards almost disappeared.
Most of the fringe parties are little
more than a source of rare entertainment
in a grim business. The mysterious new
organisation known as the Humanist or
Human Party, which has no connection
with the traditional humanist movement
and seems to have its origins in Latin
American politics, has a policy combining
non-violence and self-activity, but has
made no impact at all. The largest fringe
party, which was founded as the People’s
Party in 1973, became the Ecology Party
in 1974 ang the Green Party in 1985, has
made some impact in local politics in
several places and on national politics as a
pressure-group, and it did better than ever
before, getting 90,000 votes in 133 con-
stituencies, but it still won less than 1 per
cent of the electorate in those constituen-
cies. Even so, the Green Party General
Election Manifesto was the most interest-
ing single document in the whole cam-
paign (£1.25 post free from the Green
Party, 10 Station Parade, Balham High
Road, London SW12 9AZ7),and anarchists
would agree with many if not most of its
continued on page 3

’ oy ieSD itut] ; 1.5 15.00 it ... =
BeREm P e Ll R NORTHAMPTON A Collective, PO Box 161, =\ == |
The Raven O R (4 Northampton -- “
, i, e Raven (4 issues NOTTINGHAM A’s, Rainbow Centre, 180 D THE SHAH |
Joint subscription O (Claimants 8.00) - = Mansfield Road, Nottingham OF IRAN SAID J WAS \%RVKSNWQ%E/'Q‘T ¢
, Regular 10.00 11.00 15.00 OXFORD A's, Box A, 34 Cowley Road, Oxford HE MOST PATRIOTLE S |WEer) ot OR Yo,
[ enclose £ payment Institutional 12.00 1300 17.00 PORTSMOUTH A’s, Box A, 167 Fawcett /| you c’qléy
; 5 ¥ : Road, Southsea, Hants PO1 ODH e ./
plus £ donation PRESTON A’s, Jez Appleton, 34 Elgin Street,
: Preston, Lancs PR1 6BH N
Total £ - - J(‘:’l‘“.t sub (lz’il;'g‘bchm""‘m Raven) READING A's, Box 19, Acorn Bookshop, 17 3
(Claimants 00) - i Chatham Street, Reading RG1 7JF %
Name _ - Regular 1400 1650 23.00 SALISBURY James Walsh, 14 Churchfield g §§
Addres: Institutional 20.00 2250 30.00 Road : ofr e . = 38
; SHEFFIELD 5 \ T i e N3
0k A’s, PO Box 217, Sheffield 1 | ; 2 LI
gund!e subi%gnplt(l)ocl)lofor flresegoml 500 Blackberry A’s and B Books, c/o Palm Tree r%
KORISS X 1. - ‘ : Box, 5 Exchange Place, Sheffield 1 ; /\'2
5 copiesx 12 20.00 2250 30.00 SOUTHEND-ON-SEA A's, c/o Graham, 360 i

10 copies x 1240.00 45.00 60.00
other bundle sizes on application

Victoria Avenue

SPANISH Information Network, 37 South
Terrace, Esh Winning, Co Durham DH7 9PS
STIRLING A Group, c/o CSA, University of
Stirling, Scotland

SWANSEA Black Sheep Collective, Box D,
Mandela House, University College, Single-
ton Park, Swansea (term time only)

(Bundles of 5 or more copies of single
issues paid for in advance are charged at
30p per copy plus postage, eg. Inland
5 copies £1.80, 10 copies £3.55. Sale-or-
return rates on application.)

*European subs paid at Air Mail rate
will be sent by Letter Post.

~—

hnson)

























