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This is the last issue of Nottingham Quarterly, although the editors are
considering producing an annual Nottingham review, to appear from
November 1979, Subscriptions to Nottingham Quarterly will be refunded
where necessary., Back copies of all four issues are available at 60p

each, post free,



PAUL WAPLINGTON
Interviewed by PETER FULLER

‘aul Waplington is a Nottingham artist who is now receiving wider recog-
nition, An exhibition of his paintings of Nottingham, including the lace

trade, appeared at the Midland Group from 28 October to 22 November
this year,

', What was your life like as a child? What sort of background do you
come from?

W. It was a very ordinary, housing estate kind of background, My father
was a milkman; during the war he was afitter; later he became a storeman.
School was a terrible place: in fact, I think it had the highest Borstal
rate in Britain then. The people I grew up with had come from Broad
Marshj then that was knocked down., When I was about fourteen I dreaded

every day at school, There was always some bully in wait for you., It
was a sickening place,

I'. Was anyone at home interested in art? Do you remember any images
in the house?

W. There was no interest in that sort of thing at home,
F. What about at school?

W. The school was orientated towards sport: boxing and football, One
of the kids, Swift, turned out to be a champion boxer. Before the war
there was a lot of slum clearance in Nottingham: whole communities were
shifted out on to housing estates, How could an art lesson be considered
important? Art and music lessons were regarded as a skive, We used to

g0 for music masters and give them nervous breakdowns and actual
physical fights,

F. Do you remember when you first became interested in making images ?

W. That was at school, Probably when I was about ten years old. The
art lessons were not much more than pieces of grey sugar paper and
poster paints,

I was interested in puppets and had a marionette theatre. Once I had
seen a Punch and Judy show and was spellbound by the theatricality of it,
by everything about it, The first thing I remember drawing was the
puppets that I made; drawing for its own sake did not interest me,

F. You left school in 1953 when you were fifteen. What did you think you
were going to do with your life then?

W. It was all a question of what I did not want to do, When I failed the
eleven plus, my old man said, "Well, fhat's it, you are going to be

Marsden's delivery boy," That meant going around on one of those bikes Paul Waplington: Laughing foreman
for the rest of my life., It was a fairly dismal prospect, but I managed to
get a job for £1 a week training as a lace curtain draughtsman in a small
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