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child re n in a variety of  City G ro u nd (se e p h oto
sports. The trophy 1  F=\b0Ve)- Last, bl-It by ñQ
cabinet is overflowing means least, the school
with cu D5, shields and i*3*ô Â f are the holders of the St
certifigateg of Al'il'iôS and Sneinton MU|ôti-

Sports Trophy. The eventexcellence. In recent ef
years the children have l5 held EVEFY Year f0l' all

the primary schools intaken part in numerous
Basketball rallies, played the area and il1V0|veS

teams competing incricket at Trent Bridge
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Indoor Athletics
Championships time, interest and
numerous times. encouragement have helped reach these
Blue Bell Hi||_]uni()r5 are the current holders of achievements but they also reflect the fantastic skill
the City of Nottingham Ull Short Tennis title. and efforts ofthe children-
The football team recently retained the David Crooks
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Eid Party took place at Victoria Leisure Centre on Sunday 30th April 2000. This event was held to mark the end of
Ramadan. Women and children from the local Muslim community were invited to attend. The occasion was a great
success and included live music, fashion show, prize draw, henna stall with free refreshments provided.
Approximately two hundred women and children attended. This event has been organised over the last 3
months by Nadia Farhat, Nazia Saadia, Shazia Naseem,Jabeen Nighat, Nazmin Sajida Nabeela.
We have all been part of the Millennium Volunteers scheme being supported by Nottingham City Council and
have given our time to organise events and assist Asian women with Advice and Welfare Rights in the Sneinton
and Bakersfield area.
Each of us received a certificate in respect of our work as a Millennium Volunteer. Our thanks go to both of
these workers for enabling us to provide such an event and support to local Asian women and for directing us
to such worthwhile activity.
As Millennium Volunteers we have personally and professionally benefitted from this scheme and would like to
extend our thanks to Amanda Henton, Millennium Volunteers Co-ordinator and Rafiq Ahmed, community
development worker, for supporting the group as they have done.
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. ,aw.The reports of violence
atôin the urban areas of

Nottingham have .
created uproar recently
as the police strive to
fight crime in their
area.
Many people are concerned by the
various shootings in St. Anns which
are believed to be linked with drug
dealing. In the east area of Nottingham
there have been over 60 arrests by
the police. We at East of the City t
wanted to find out what the residents
of the area thought on the issue, and
also what the police and councillors
had to say.

Many people who we spoke to
wanted to have their voice on the
subject. All of them were concerned
by violence in general and the
shootings which had taken place.

The Residentsô Views
ñThe police arenôt doing enough - but
then what can they do?ò
ñ|ôm frightened to walk through my
own estate at night -ð ifl have to go
anywhere I usually call a taxi, even if
itôs just to the other side of the
estateò.
ñThereôs no local police station ð the
one we have is too far out of the
wayò. è
ñYes, I have seen drug dealers, but I
wouldnôt say anything because I donôt
want to get involved in it all"
ñItôs not a very bad estate, its only the
odd problem families that cause
troubleò.
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ñI would imagine most people are
too scared of reprisals to say
anything to the policeò.
ñWe need the police to do more,
but we also need youth clubs
and activities to keep kids out of
violenceò.
ñThe areaôs not as bad as the
Evening Post makes outò.
ñ I bet they have similar problems
in a lot of placesò.
ñPeople are unfair on St. Anns,
we do have problems but it is a
good area".

Ian Howick,
Police Inspector

ñWeôre trying to think smarter
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By Kevin
Searcey
and
ca|-|o need is information specifically about
Giannone

than the criminals, so we have a
rolling programme ofdifferent
activities. We will keep tackling
the problem through ever-
changing means

Officers are mostly deployed in
cars rather than on foot because
it gives a greater response time
to emergencies. Itôs all VEl'V well
calling for lots of foot patrols, but
itôs little comfort knowing this if
youôre being attacked and no-
ones coming to help you in a fast
car. We do have five óbeat
managersô - to work closely with
the community, but they are not
able to spend their full time on
the issue as we have limited
resources.
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One of the greatest issues for a
community is safety. The incidents
are very unusual. Thereôs a lot of
decent people, itôs the minority that
cause the trouble. St. Anns is an
inner-city area, and like all inner city
areas it has its own problems. There
is a role for people of an area to
promote the positive events and
occurrences in the area.

We need intelligence and information
from the public. We are receiving
general information, but what we

the shootings. The lack of witnesses
is very frustrating, but there are
ways that witnesses can be
protected.

east
ofthe.city

In the last issue of East ofthe City,
names of people who returned the
questionnaire were entered into
a Ã50 prize draw. The two winners
of the draw were Mr Cliff
Webb (from Bakersfield) and
Mr Andy Field (from St Anns).
Congratulations to both of you.
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Itôs worth noting that 60 people
have been arrested in connection
with drugs and violence since the
first shootingsò.

Jon Collins,
Local Councillor

ñI understand peopleôs fears and
concerns, but the fears are greater
than the actual level of crime. The
majority of people are decent
people, and itôsjust a small
minority that cause the problem.
Whatôs highlighted are the
shootings, but itôs not unique as
far as St. Anns is concerned, it
happens in other areas and other
cities as well.

We would like to get more local
people involved in the paper,
through the setting-up of an
editorial group. If you have an
interest in what type of articles
should be included in the paper
then come along to a meeting on
Thursday July 27th at
7pm at Sneinton Hermitage
Community Centre.
Funding to pay for the printing and
distribution of the East of the City
has been made available by
Nottingham City Council Area
Committee East, The Renewal
Trust and the South and
East Primary Care Group.

ñItôs our job to
promote the

positive side of
St. Annsò

i There are many things we
have to do, we need to get
the policing right, we need
to develop a stable
community, we have to mak
it a desirable area. We need
to improve details, such as
blocking unnecessary
alleyways, repairing and "
securing doors and
windows. Some of this we
have right, some we have
wrong, but were working

= hard on the issue. The
council are doing their bit
maintaining the estate, the
police are doing their bit

arresting people, the Renewal Trust
are providing alternative activities
such as the Sycamore Centre for
young people. Itôs the peopleôsjob
to promote the positive side of St.
Anns so that others donôt
concentrate on the negative sideò.

Whatôs your
opinion? Are the

council and police
doing enough? Do

you think St. Anns
gets a bad press?

Write in and let
us know what

you think.

This will allow us to print two
more editions of the paper.

East of the City was compiled and
designed by Colin Haynes, Kevin
Searcey and Carlo Giannone with
Steve Lack (CDW). With articles
written by local people, the paper
is keen to retain a local focus and
would like to thank all those who
contributed as well as
encouraging people to send
articles in for the next issue. You
can write to the paper at East of
the City, c/o East Area Team,
5 Radstock Road Thorneywood,
Nottingham.
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