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oó?\ó10Á THE DRAGON OF THE EAST
Youôve heard of the Angel of the North - now sculptor in
stainless steel, Rob Stubley, has been commissioned by l
Sneinton Local Alchemy to produce a new landmark for
Sneinton which he has dubbed ñThe Dragon of the East."
Robôs pair of dragons, which guarded his garden gate and
porch, have now departed to the disappointment of
passers-by on Sneinton Boulevard. But when the local

_ business community were invited to come up with _
suggestions for improving the area, top of the list was to
propose a dragon sculpture on a prominent local site. The
project will be funded by GNP and ERDF through the City
Councilôs 2151 Century Towns scheme.
Rob says the proposal has set his creative juices flowing
and he is now working on the design. He hopes the
dragon can become another tourist attraction for Sneinton
to complement the windmill and caves.

GOING TO
MABKET

Imagine being able to wander around a
busy, traditional market on a Saturday
morning, absorbing the hustle and bustle
and smiling at the banter between
stall-holders. It would be a place where
you could pick up everything from the
freshest, tastiest fruit and veg to beautiful
handmade gifts and funky clothes. The
market would be a favourite with local
residents, students and trendy city-
dwellers alike.

Thatôs exactly the vision that Rachel Blackwell and Mike Barnes have for the future of Sneinton Market. The
pair have been brought in as part of a social enterprise formed by the traders to promote and operate the
market and give it a new lease of life that will see it become a major Saturday and Monday attraction in the
city.
The rejuvenation is timely, with farmers and the likes of the Womenôs Institute threatening to boycott
supermarkets across the UK in a bid to revive the fortunes of smaller shops and market traders.
óRecords of Sneinton market date back to the l850s,ô says Mike, óbut itôs time to revive it and attract both
new traders and customers to reclaim its place as a centre of the community and beyond. There appears to
be growing public apathy with major supermarkets and question marks over freshness and supply chains
so now is a great time to remind people of the fresh, local produce they can purchase at Sneinton market.ô
Sneinton itself has undergone many changes recently, not least with the development of student housing
and a new and ever-growing undergraduate population.
óSneinton Market is literally a two minute walk from the bottom of Hockley so itôs in a prime location for
people who shop or live in Nottingham city centre,ô Rachel says. óOur plan is to increase the market from
the 20 stalls of late to around 70,ô
Mike applied for funding from The New Alchemist Fund ð an East Midlands Development Agency sponsored
initiative - and was granted Ã10,000 to relaunch Sneinton market and a further Ã500 grant has been given
by óThe Sneinton Local Alchemy Action Groupô.
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