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mm and flames, Steal--It mm-mom, mm-Pmm
Book for Foroigoora, mo the Papers Said about
malootima-1 A&von.tu1~ea..¢; fhovfihifl Cm L88-V1118 1-'31“ 9°91
jfimtury, H.o*h?, oiwrtw pound notw, a-ticker! (Sexuality
for sale, anti-ad. ntidzor, H1 thmco movifl-80¢1'B¢ H8110
l{Qn,,,,) "(eh for afimany ao you want)
Also (in in-ox): 8ooio~tyoof the Speotaole ($1), 61 Theses
m tho Situationist Intcmtional and ito timq ($09),
Poverty of Hip Life o.(15Yp'), Pfiflriiti “I 3’m5~°n1-" L5-1'°'(5°P)¢
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“Evan if a c*¢>nsn'mred situalionist theory had Afloovér oxisted oasooa -
possible source of inspiration, tho syotem ofcommodity tomumplion ' .
implicitly oomains its own siruot£onism.“ ‘L o o o ._ o “ '
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"Hoe second prolotarimz assault on class socioty haoonmrod iii secoond..MMie.
| n , ' ‘

__ *2 .' ".-
‘ " . . "\'

.‘ ' . 1‘

The first*--- hoginning difl’usodly in tho 1950s and c:uln1inaotiog'i_%n the open
struw}es;§ lot; oixtios --~ {mo ils mos: advanced theoretical cxprjossiono in
the Situafiooiot intemajfionool. Siiualiomlrmithe diroct or implicit idoologization
ofxitaxatoéonifii £hooi’3#,;within the rovoiotiooary snovomont and in the fiocioty as a
wholo. o ' o V - o o V L "
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The S1. articulated tho whole of the global movement at the s;1me‘t‘imoA\’|1atv:‘i'f
panioo§pa.ie<i as port of it in the seolor wiser: it found itself, making u_pv-“tho
violence of the deiinqucnts on the plane oofidcas‘ ' and g*ivingooimh1odiafo pt$m¢t;icél--
fofiiow-through to its theoretical positions. It thus prosomod a .mo¢:!-“to. the
rc=v1oiutiooo;:s'y movement no! oniy in the form of its conclusions but aflso in
oxompiifying the ongoing negating roamed; whioohmothoci woo lobe mason that
its conclusions were aimosl aiways right. ~

in genorazing arnong many of its partisans the some oxigonoiosoothm it promised
itsoif. zmd in forcing oven the most unautonomous, to beconfnoat toast autono-
mous from it. she S. I . showed that it knew how to edtetooro r£*v0l'u!i-o::a:'il§*. in tho
spzozc of 2: few years wo have soon a desnocmti-ration ofrlaeoreticol activity that
».\=aes not attained -- if it was oven sought ~;-- in tho old movement in a century.
‘homo éind Engels were not mo to inoirio rivals; none of tho strands of Marxism
rooizminod Mz1rx‘s unoit::rypc:"spec1ivo. Lo|1_§;1_‘;s ohsorvanion in l9l41hat_%_“nono
of tho. Marxists for tho past half century sow uoiiérstood Marx“ is ¢¢.-ozyo
critique of M ao_r_>.;”s theory, nogbocapso it was toodifficuit but because it giidtnot
rooogonim and oakruiate its own refaloioo with the lot'aiity.- ~ L‘

A 1 » '. ._, '" ' Q .' - _'-. 1 l - __
. . . \. 1,

| ' '

Tho very nature of the sizoationists‘ mistakes -Q» exposed and e.riti~=:Lzf.ed by thorn
with pitiicss thoroughness -- is a_ conflrmm£orz'ofrIze:'rmethods. Their fqiluzjos as
we“ as their successes sow: to focus. ‘elucidate 3fi.d'pOl;1fiZc. No other radical
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currom in history has known such a degree of intontiooai pxfbhc thoomocal.
debate. in the oid pmictarian movement ooasoquontaal theoroocol poimzonon
was always the excoption. the explosion 2!o$t_,¢‘<an1oo out: confrary to thc_inl¢o!1¢m$
offho ihoorists thoznselvos and only asa last toson when the very contunuafson of
a faotitious unity was visibly no iongor possible..~Marx and Engfils fa:lod_to
dissociate themselves publioiy from tho -Go@ha Progfaro be-¢;a11$¢ 19¢ afimmfi
bourgeois papers took 1115?; program quite sonous1yo,_road_ mto rt who: at doiosooot
contain and interproted it communisticaliy 1 and tohowvrkors seoow toobo dolm tho
same“ (Engels to. Babel. I2 Qctobor 1875;). in oofoodrog by s.:lem;o_a
program against its enemies, they dcfofldcd at oquaiiyogmnostmfnends. When an
xhe some ietter’Engois soid that “if the bouffififlis Pffifii B 9558* P¢1'5°"
of critical mind. ho, wooicl have token this pxogram o% W P!W$¢-
ionvesxigazoé the roalconteot ofeach oomso. ogm@"3i§.Yfim$¢fl$= Wm‘ ‘M
utmost '¢izu‘ity. ré_'v.oa1oo its oomrad_ionoo§ and oconooxw . and m&¢¢
our ofixolo olook'fzightfot2y ri<imu!ouBo." Rfidesonobod oii¢fi¢wfl¢Y_°fom‘-
bourgoois press who was moiwy H fioflcomr Mm *#*‘°*"“<m'>’
movamem of his time. o. - - L ‘- ' ~

1 - . . u '
- -

- - Q '
-'- '_ 1 »n

The concontratogi oogcpoosrsion of present historical sgjsiofl-M}? “"1
decen:ra!§z£d.- fiiiooqmoonoiithio myth of the S. I . hos $_'¥€3_l'£'9'$"-rr?-gthe
f1;§’@pha$¢' 1h§$ a cortmn obyrcuvo -b€$$l'$2 ool on
operating; no sonous "nyalo. New vfve ¢*?114
oqmfmnzl of ussitoationzst theories os@9-
doncy koioonopoiizing. Any situatiooniwxy {Is
contral"rr|:§%§;ot.. Fronf: this point on, every sxtuaxsomst sptymxomfii
ma'z_st path. ~ _ o o_ lo _ o _ - L

. - = ' '. J - - -

- .1 ' . _ ._ '_

The firs: oritiqfiés of situaiionism romainod funoameoiaiiy
mgoourod flgoretioak povoniosoof tho _pro-sito up agagnsz QT lb?
first phase. flaw W! wbjofiivo» povomes and mtomal nocooszotonoios ofElms
milieu, but oitkslyosition as related ‘toflio may of t{}oof*et1f:&i
vectors or a moment; they fa:lod_W.=§1§osp tins first non-» 1 at
appiioation“ Josiah: qualitative weakness q_§’§fl$¢’?f1!>Y¢' , 8_$ 8 fifififififlfi F110.-.
men; ,;,f;1m gm,-_** Ev“; Tim,-¢5 an the T:m_e:-- zo so many respects
the summation of the first phase at traosxtwo noto the socomi -5
8,3;-,;¢,gy bfqaghgg {he prop-efly his!m*1_faoooe:, of szmationasm. A

. - . = . ~.l’

. _ , - V
.

' 2

At each mg: of the struggle _rheofpa1-tiai of the oritzqoozgoocroloo yo
own new oquiiibrimo point ru;hog_ {*511%
fonmslators, it tends through §ts*‘§z1o1&o§Bfl!$§ool4¢f010E1Ffi‘ L
through all possiolo pormutauogand oo1ob1nat:ons,,lhough;7pnn¢ipa! y ‘It sm-
rgflcctjng tho -éovelopxneomi-and §"lISIOh$ of tho Caflshi In 111%
1;-gggigion or mo no the sooood, the pro-oitnataongsts an tho posoi
“ebbing of h3!la$"' period word tho embodiments oftho inmio of a confinped
gm,;y_ This lag --- in xvhiich the -partisans of simationnst thoory falbd
to confront the new -developments in their own practaco. W11 01’ 31¢ 1_?"°l¢_W1'?"
and that of tho society as a whole -- measured _the weakness of who sntualwmil
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mavatitentz white the unprecedented Fqttickness wjth whififi gtttgendercdtts oft rs
inte#ma1‘ncgatitan --- effectively szzbot::g:'ng if.s'€{f tn ordcrmtttflffimt the ext-‘-*°$*'Em
that had already cscapéd it and clear the ground for the new phase --- marks tts
fundmtentai vindication. “ 7 t - “

t 9 4 t
Th: prmsituatianists saw the: issues ofthe second phase in terms of those of the
first. In treating the new, widespread and relativeiy conscious worker struggles
as ifzmy were isolated nihilist acts of an eariierpctiod, which tbererfetre lafiteci
first of all the proverbial “consciousness of w*hat_;tlt:y had already done, the
pro-situs only tthttwed that they lacked the consctousncjsst of what athcrs were
airaadydoing and of all that was still lacking, In evgry smgke strjuggie they s_aw
the same simple, tota} conclusion and identified the prograsst or the revetutzon
with the appropriation of this cunslusion by the pmtatartavt. In thus t'1bs:‘r".-rzctly
ccmcemrating the intziligencct ef human practige abavq the complex prctcess 0f
the development uf ciass tatmmlct the atztivzst pm-atttls were the wculci-be
boisheviks 01’a fantasizedmap u_fc{a.ss can sci&t.tt*5M'$$ , hapitng by tthis shm"tc.ut to
b-mtg, amut thair csmznczilist program whose implicatimts they overstepped out cf
incctmpwhensian ari1_npat"i¢n¢¢- L

' V 35 é

The Szt. did nut apply its theory to the wrjy artiwizy tvfrfze flmrmtuiatiart of flux:
ritmr-3: , altihottgh the very tmtura of that theory itttptite.-6 its eventual ctetmotzrattizzw
titm and thus put this qtmstitm cm the mder of that day. In the aftgrmtath at‘ Ma}:
neit.her the $1. mzrr the new generation at‘ insurgent; it had ittsptrad hat} realty
em-mtined the: prcrcess hf tthccraticzu prttductiaa,¢:ithm‘ intits methods ctr its
subj-ccttim ramifications, beycvnd a flaw vagtte, erttpéritzal Mes Qftht: thumb. The
backlash of the partial realiztttinn of situatiortitst thaory flung them untvrepatttid
from megafcmzmiac deiiritzm, ta incnherence, to chaitn-reactions af ccfntentiess
brtrakts, to impotence and finaliy to tha massive psy*ch<1}t)gica! retptasaton tut" the
whole experts:nee, without thcir aver having ask-stdt thtmsatvgs what was hapm-t"t~
ing to them. t ~ L .

H.

Even fifths S~..L attracted many pooriytwygmred pafliesans, the vary fact that such
a mass of peaple with no parrimlar fixpefienqe in or aptitwie or taste for
revolutiofiari-‘ Potitics thought to find in sigutatimtist activity a terrain where they
could engage themselves autenomeusiy and tzm-ts¢tqutent§alEy ccnfizmst the mdi~
catity of bath the theory and the efpmzh It" the situatittnist miiiett has ntanifesttteti
sc» many pretensions and illusicms, flair» was merely the natural aidt-effect of the
first victoryt of a critique that burst st: many préte-nsitms ofand illusions abeut the
rttting society.» ’

_ i1 * _

To the extent that the ideologies-ttfttthe first phase suppressed anything to da with
the situationists --- including théref-are tha cottcepts most expiicitly associated?
with them --- the eventual discovery of the situatizanist critique had the cazttrary
cxztggcrated effect of giving the situatitimiststan apparent monopoly of radical
centprchension of modem society and its opposition. Hence the adherence to
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thetsitt1ztti0t":i.s't "critique ‘tit;abmpt. fanatical citarasatter of a sudden
xotis eanttgrsion iaflentwitit _a tfmrtésptitnding vita riot" rejection sf itin rr;tt5;f}}§i¥t
contmstt, the young rgvcfittuonary‘ who now adhetjes to" -situationist _s,
tends ta be less subgect to this fanatical exnesstprecisely
ntzttncns" 0f situatitmist strttmle and of its reeuperatfiion are afstmifiar ‘
his wcrid, ; ‘ ‘

_ I . ' ' P _

lift the ascend phasm mw::ltttiatn‘has moved from tieittg as agparemly
phgnomenon ta a visihiy cezttrtfl ettq. The utnderdevelcvped cotuntrics havu
that: abtpgrent motmmiy of rlffiqiflfl; but tttfi rewiutians there hav¢_'§§*t<
stepped. they have simply bmame nmdwnartd are resembting more and
that struggles in tLhet_@5aévan:ti1:fi countries. The ttcr-citrty that proéctaimed its well-
bemg is new aj_T:'ct£afl§%§-fit: tzrisis. The fotjmetfiy isetmad gestures of revolt against
ggparently onty itsaiaifit’misery twtnt thiefmsclvcs tn be genera! and pro»
l:t¢t&te»atnd[ ovenvheim ail mccwntittg. was tha moment where the remitt-
titmary movements began to th¢ttts¢!v¢s?in iztm-ztarianai €0m;1any, and it
was this gtohai visibili.ty_that definitijwlfy shattered 't'h¢ idwiogies that saw rewa-
tutton everywhem but in the was aim the last time maior rcvoits
could twém to be student mvalts. t “ " - "

t ~. t-tt A .- V 4
The prcttetatiat? has begun to» mt by i£se*{)" but as ‘wit scarcaiyfctr irsmff. Reveits
continue to kw. as may ttave ma tavarttftthc jIast'ccmtury, targely dawns-ive
reactions: the takgng_0vefef_fact0:"iett amtttifitiéid by Iitéir tiwn-eta or flf strugics
aband-med by their‘ tcaders €§5anicular}y.in Tafie:t*i‘t'1t2tt%!;=4-*“q;:~f wa's*s)t.t If ‘sectors of
the: pm?-i¢tatri.-at have kwgun ta fimrak for mmstt@ttt@,t:;n¢1y irtaw yet as eizttwomte: an
openiy intmtatinttaitist" rtvoltttiotttary prcJg:*a§§’t wtdéffectivéty ¢txp?ress the-it 50332
and tendcrtcries internationally. if thcry serve as eitamghst futflproietarians sf
other countries, it is stii! thrttufit tit: tie fat-to meditati?ottl;t£tf mdfical; gmups and
spectacular rewntmi V ’ t . '

. % .t ~ as A t
The -ideoiogy crf the first phase that stretwd gttttcrateresttizatiun af radian!
change witiwttt gwsgsittg the negafive a*t;“tMt has found its realizatitm in
the proliferatitm ofthe» an-cailtedm'rer:itativet irzsttfttkttisyptat. Ttie zzttemative instit.u~
tier: differs fmm etassim reformism in wing chtitiiyan immediate, s'e{f»managc'd
reforwzimt , time tfi£tt"d0¢'='at* mt wairfcmzim Smze. It rmupétates the initiat§v:: and
energy tvf the miidty _diss:ttisfie<i_; tttmindicator tat‘ aL~$fe¢t§ in the
sy stem and cf their pnstsibic: r¢s0iitt§§it§§tt§¢Q;tfve gmtiutctiqrt W whose de-
vciogttncnt an the ntargitts at" dev:-Iop~
me-ty ttfcommadtity pt~t>dtuc:ttii.1tit--t€utnc;tiotns: as tfiw-tmteryrttt fitftrrectiwz to the
bumaucrfittizad ectmomy. Bttqt the datmtec-ratti"1ttt=t£tt_n and "auta;@estim"tizat.i0n" of
secial stmctums, though praéuativa of iltusiattis;-t;§‘At*t$lst: at fttlmrable factur for the
dtzvclopment of the revolutionary critique. It tea;v¢s buhfitfitthe sup~e<rfici:.tl Fe»
cuses of strttggie while providing a safar and easier t.er:fatita -frem Htt‘i§5§f\! which to
contest the e$.§§:t*!ia!s The cotttr,_a1i’ietip:ts in tpar-tiizipatary ptrwutatwtaw a.lter-
nativc~;tis_.tt*ibuttiantfaciiitate the dctwtmmaggtfef tfttwtit goods and going

.

up tame point oftqtiasi-fem! “Stra8b0't-trg tht t’actctries." I ’ X t ' t
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The hip vnotien trip expresses the fact that as cnmmadizies becomc mm"¢
abundant,,adaptab1e and d§5pOS&_bl€, the individua! conxmudity is d:a~valued_ in
favor ofithc ensemble. The tripW;if§é§t&,%x;;ot a single commodity or idea but an
organizing principkie fer seiecting fmin ‘among ail mmmadities and ideas. in
contrast with the block of time where “ev?ery;hing's included," which is stiff sold
as a distinpt c:cimmodily, the commoéiiy ch_érw.:ter of ths indefinitely extended
trip (art. bfaft, pursuit, fad, lifestyie. submit, sociai prfiject. religion‘) --- carryi%ng
with it a mme flexible mmplex of comma-dities and stars --- is abs¢ur::-d behind
the qz:asi~:a;tamn1ous activity whereby the subject seems to dominate. The trip
is the fl10l"{i§'fli whats the spectacle has become so ove%rdev¢k:»ped that it becomes
par:%icip::!¢§@;%;>;%. it rccflvcrs the szsbjecrive activity lapking in the spe*¢taci;¢. but
runs ism: limits of the warid” the spectacle has made --%» limits absém in the
spasm:-Ia pfitciseiy because ii is separate from daily Iifemi‘ ' .

<

'  :11 ~
The diminzgtion Qt’ the exciusive sway of work and the fragmcratatimi of ihe
consequ.ent€§' expmzded leisuvrcgivm rim to the wides.preadV ciiiirranzism at‘ mc>d~
em society. The speczacée presenzs the s-uper~age.n: who can ta?! m 2:: @;§f¢gfe¢ ma
carrect teniperature at which saké skmmd be sewad and initiates the m:asse.$ irate
gmtic tmzbgéiicgue-s!;_ csf living and 20 cmnnoisseuren_%¢>yn1%cnts previmnsiy ream-v-ed
‘fer {M5 upper clas‘sc;s.V Hut rim heralded “‘n¢~w_ Raxnaissancc Mzxn“ is no closer to
mastering his ewfi life. When the sp€CEEk.€Z4:‘:" becomes ove%ra¥m»'e%0ped and wa.r1:s to
cam off that pcvverty and unilzaterainess at its Grigirs, it reveals itseif as aimpiy a
pwr reiaziw ¢:;_fr1w rwaiurimmry ;.m;§,f¢>ct. ii may mumpiy amuszments and awake
them more panicipamrye hm ihcir c~:,=mm0dit1; baafiis ineiuctabiy forces therm
back inmjhe matrix Q§'GGfiSi$H‘s$i'iGfl.. laoiazifid individuais may, in a caricaxturé cat"
Fqmrier, come iegmhér armimi eves" more precise nuanceg sfcommon spc<:t1a<:x1-
Ear tastes, but them nexuscs are aii the aware scpzsrated fmm eachmhcr and {ram
the suciai tmality and the soxsghvfur passicmats aciivityfi feumiers cm its trivéaliiy.
Tim new cnsrimp-nliian remains fz€str:r€¢z::f!}' pr{n’i.#zr1':lI. .

% _ as
The s:wcta4:!e% respn-ads ta the increasing éissatisfa-Sign with its tendency tm:-:;zr‘di
mm-eszt-mnfmcsn-deno~mznatar s.xmfi;vrm:t5; by d:*»'e=:-_.a-1?;-'£z:g iisafieif. Smzggics amt
chzmneimi mm smsgglés aver ‘aha s%;1ec-tacie, kxasimg is 121%: senn»zsmanom0us
daveifipnzant wf separate :§p~ea:1a¢£¢:a taxiior-made far specific sociai groupin&gs.*'
Bu: me. singuiar pawn‘ of av spsctacie? cmnes from its havésxg iweaw plamd for a
moment :1-at the ccmcfiefisociai Rife. Thus the in%cr=2as¢ of $pcc1a1<:a:2:4%r chnice an the
same time reduccathe sp\ecmca:%z1r pfiwer that dezpanda cm the very magnitude-
anti undivided en%hm§!mzx[:.€ sf the p=i~n2mdL0~c~smmzsnity the spgctackc d1*nws l"0~
gether.3The: fipfifitadfi must cuntradicznrifiy Er:-eiali things to aik men individually
while: cominmily reassmting £ts»el€ as their singic, exciusiva uniffing préncipie.

\

. ~ :9 %
The spectacle revives ma dead, imparts the ffimign and reinrerprers aha existing.
The time span required fm*1hingsV mi aqzquire tkwpmpar quaim banaiizy zc: became
“camp” ceVn:inuaji!§§ decreases; the erigina} is marketed simuimnwusly with izs
-spoof, from which §t’*~is_ often scarcely distinguishabie; aesthetic discussicms

- . ,- . ~\. ,,- .4’ _
- . . __ _ .._.: ._ r -A1-‘I .. .. .
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incrcasingly canter around the simpée question asm whcfher somfzihmg as a
parody or not. This expresses we increasing centcmpt tel: fer me cuizurai
sp€i2‘.I21cIe=:. on the part of its producers and *:onsa:_mers.. 2'§c>c:zeiy produce-s_a mere
and more rapid turnmrer of styles and idaoiagzcs. gomg up la the pom: of a
d%eli_rium that escapas no one. As all the parmzgatfoijs and combana-trons gr: run
thrcmgh, the xngimdual povernes and conzragiscteans make tihenfqatves kmvfr:
and the ¢4£Jmm0n_f:>r:n that !iez~s bchinci the dzf»'er'§¢ c::~men.ts E:~:g:n_s to be‘ dw-
cerned; "to change uifuszons at an accclaratzfxg pace: grac_1ua..iy d?:s-salvea thf:
iikusion sf change.V“ With the géohai £mificat:c>:": exerted by me apeciafile. It
becomes increasingly divfficui: at-:3 idcaE%izc‘§1“system l>§cfau%s¢ it zse m a dlfffiffifii part
of the world, and the globalcircu§a1ic»n.fl$mmms;~>d1tres and therefore of people
brings ever chaser the hiSiQr_ic_ mcrsuezzesr of rim has-rerrg. and Ff#’e.srerr_: _pm-
ierczriars. The rc<:y<:lin%g, 0f’:;:ul1ur»a sucks dry and breaks up xii the aid tradxtsons,
leaving aniy tha ispeciacazkar "traditzm1 of the ngw. Bu: time xgexv ¢¢35¢S ffo
nova? and tha impatmnccz far nqvelty generated by iha spsctacée may tr_am.
itse-if into an impatience. is reaisz-mi and Qiaszmy 213% Spfiflififiifi, I116 W11? 13% 31¢‘-
c¢3ntinuaiIy remains reaily “waxy and dzficrant. -
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inasmwch as situationist theory is 2.1 cvitiqua of ali aspscts of aiiersmed fife, 131$
diverse nuances emf siuzationism re:fi¢:.c£_in cie:m»entrmed fmm the genefal zrfilzglskaons
at‘ the society, and the ideoingicai cie-tenses ganerajwd by ‘aha sxtuatw-masts, pm»-
figum the idwlegicai defenses of the: system ,

22'

Situaflfinist theory has some Sm: wake when_its -P:-rm_qu¢ qf Kim‘? hf“ 1~§d*'P*‘**'“ 0“
ta prmride t.h¢:: 5c2p;IJ'$£i1'-‘afécf v0mb2:Fur}' of a Jzrzmficatxnn 0!" the ‘s-zatus qup.
individualfi ezwre‘; sing: dissatiafaczion with self’-s;;n;is%fied pseud0~en_10yme:1ts an
me gj{_{3_g§-figggfgt[}'1i§i¢u.,fO!‘ exampics .1 hzwa bffififl chazractezrizeci as 12ac';r!~:u1_g:'.¢ *‘<i:§;pac~
i<;y fgr ¢njQymcn':,"" :1 “s§:ns12 of play“ or even “r2;d:caI s%ub_i¢-<:_§:%v:£§'._ Rfig
accused cf "w'slu11t21ns1"n*’ or1v“n12l:tz;¢r;-tzsfrw. _fm" havmg ‘-'*‘3‘"*~1'*~‘¢13' PWPQ“
raiiieai prej$~:‘:%s fir more axpanmanml actwmes.

-

ax: ‘I4

V'£rné'f§_;w_~'r1:5.';::! is an extrema t’~:1rm uf {ha ‘m_@ci==.’:r1::i. m:z§~pm':xan{snn th_z_1t~ha:s% to?»
prmcnci ta» -czn-joy wlmt is supposed m he a:z_i0yah:_a. I..1l»:c: the any dvgeiier wb»-.:1~
affirms his n:'::t'e:rcm.:e far “léving in time c0umry"" aiztheazgh for same ragson he
never gems there or if he dew:-3 s%0c:~fi §<l‘l‘:% P0z"@d: z§nai_ l"€E.Ui‘:1S__1i_3‘1h¢‘F§tY= fhfi
vzmeigémifit is) feign pleasure becausa I'm; awzmry by <..e:t1nmqn pass:0n—
11¢ “ awn whcri that activity is in fact tedimxs er none-mstent. in ietpfng ewsryonc
Z-an f ' tkvt E er “ra‘-"u=,es sa<:Yr*ific¢'" and ‘fldemazzcis everything." ha ~IiIff¢I"$ ffflm "W
mm“ iige iacis vdaoh “ir1sis'%s on the best" can};-" in the degraa ofhis prcterwiflfl and
in the often scarficiy mere than token ideahsgicai a‘?/0w:.t~1l_ of the obstacles that
r,;,ma{;-, in gm; way of his ma} smiization. DiLss:1mfa@;;i.1on and bomdem are
fargotten in their baring, Qiual <§f:nuncm.tmm ancj :x§ a_t:me*:'w!j1en% ¢\:*§t\ ch;
retrograde imimlagics arc bkmzmng frankiy p&§$z11f::st§c and self-cmacal m_» ms»
dfibompmsitian, the vaneigemist pmseznts an eftactwe srrnssge of;12resenrsat:sfa%c-
firm.
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Vaneigemist ideriilrgiiiol eguism holds up as the radical essence ofhumanity that
most alienated i:-ondition of lttimonity for which the bourgeoisie was reproached,
which “left remaining no other nexus betwccti man atttcltman than naked self»
interest’ '*; ditferirtg only sccicictttally from the boorgeolsivcrsioin in envisiiging a
different moons of realization for this collection of isoleatecl egos. This position is
contradicted by the acttusl historical expcricnce of revolutions and often even by
the very actions of those Wi"l0 im'ol<e it. '

24

The situationists‘ criticslity sod often appropriate calculated “arrogance” and
use of insults -+- once token out of the context of active struggle to <*hm:ge'.tiziizgs
-- find at natural place in El. world. where everyone: is presented witltc spectacle of
inferiority and eitcooragctl to thiitit that he is “diii‘erent"; where every tourist
seeks to avoitl “the tottrists" and every Cilflfi-liflltll" prides ltimselforl not bcliet'irl_g
the ads {art illusion of superiority tbttt is often intentionally programmed into scis
in order to fttciiitatei the simoletsnecous penetration of the essential subliminal
message). The pseodo~-c:"it.icsl intiivitittsl sffirms his static SHpe"rim'it'_v through
his contcmptootts and conscqucnccless critiques ofothers who have crude: or at
lcsst dit"fct'ent illusions. Situationist izmror --- product of the contrsdicltions
between the latent possibilitics of the epoch and its sbsurti rcality --» once it
ceases to be practical, spproscbcs simplytbc metilisn popular humor of a society
where the good spectator bats been largely sttpplantctl by the cyiiicoi .1,-;>cc'l'i;t:m-."

' O
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As rei:tt'esror.t' of the coltttrtil ricbcs of the past. the situzitiooists,_ once the use of
those riches is lost, rejoin soe_ctscu'lar sociciy as simple r-tomoteis oi‘ cltltore.
The »process of the modcro revolution »-»- ccnrtmtztiictitiort corltsioing, its own
critique, continuous domination of the present os?ct' the past »-r:ie.w1:e.i- witlt that
oi‘ s society dcpcmziiog on tile contimtozts ttttcttovcr ofcottsmodities, where each
new lie criticizes the previous tines. That o work less something, to do with the
critique of the spectacle --- in manifesting so element oi "sotiieritic rsiziicslity“ or
Ill representing some ti-ieoi'eticsllj~,' srticttlsteo rsobteot oi‘ iilt’: dccomposititm of
the spectacle -»~ is ltortliy iliS€'tt.l*+!£ll'llZlgtEft§ll.lS for it frtiim the standpoint of the
spectacle. While the sitttstiottists are right is collating Ciili. tbc dctoumoitlc cle-
mettts instheir forebears, in so doing, they sinisitcccoosiy wit": foe those forebears
a oioce in the spcctsc-lc, wltic-b. l_'l'€--TI-?llt$~€‘ it is so sorely locking in the qosliistive,
welcomes tits sffiirntstion that thcrc is some to be foonci zimosg the culitttrsl goods
it markets. The cletottmeti i’rsgm.ent is rediscovercti our s frsgmcgtz wbcri tile ose
goes. the consumption remains; the dctoomers are cletoomcd. "

2s is
Such 21 vital concept as si:m:!ic~:zist' Fi¢C€.S$Ei.l'.'li.§/ knows simultaneously the truest
and the most_..fa.ise uses. with a moltttotie of intermediate confusions.Al‘
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As will: other pivotal theoretical conccotls, one csrtxtot suppress the interested
confustomsm engootletctl by the ctoncept sit1lc:io:t!st by supprcssittg its label.

\
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The rimbiguities of the term “situationist“ reflect the ambiguities of the
situatiooist critique itself, at once separate from and -of the society it
combats. at onccisepitrateoparty and its negation. The cliisticnce ofta distinct
“ situzttionist milieu" --'- at once social concentration ofadvanced revoluttioriefy
consciousness and social embodiotent ofconcentrated situationism -- expressési
the cotttradictions of the uneven clevclopment of conscious struggle in this
period; since while to be explicitly Situationist is hardly a guttraratele of intelligent
practice. not to be so is virtually a gluorsntee of aims of falsification or of an
ignorance increasingly ditlicullt to maintain involuntarily. The “spectacle” ‘will
be considered as a specilicalley situatiouist concept sis long as it is con-
sidered‘ as merely one more peripheral element of the society. But in simul-
tztflcottsly repressing its central aspects and the theory" that has most radically
aniculated them and then tehinlcing to kill two birds with one stone by lumping
these tmcatcgorizable entities together. the society confirms their rccl unity; as
when for c><;sm.plc_a bibliography contains at section: “Dally Lifts, Consumer
Society, and Situationist Themes." i t -
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For the S.l., the situstionist label sewed to draw at line betw-sen the prevalent
incobercttce and s new exigency. The importance ofthe term withers away to the
cxtent that. the new cxigcnces are widely known and practiced, to the extent that
the proleittrisn movement becomes itself situationist . Such s label also faclliltatcs
3'ispcctzictlt-lam1catcgori2:ation' of what it tcprc scnts. But this very categorization at
the some time cxposes the society to the very eoiwrz»-rice of the diverse
situotiottist positions that makes possible s single label. the power of this expo-
sure tlepcndittfilott the not total of signilicamces carried by the term at a given
moment. it is the rrenciztiricy of the term wltich is at issue in tbc cliverse struggles
over whether soctcoztc or something is siltttatliottisl, and it is a notable measure of
this trertclssncy that tltc term "‘pro~sitt:stionist" has been rendered universally
recognized cs pejorative. Although sssocistion with the. label set"?/es as no
defense for acts, the actions of sitoatiottists do in ti sense clefcned the word, it";
€0iTlil"'il1ll.llll“tg iowsrci rendering it as conlcclntrstécl and dangerous it bomb as
possible for the society to play with. The society that with little dilliculty
presents sectoi's of itself as “commonist,“ "i\—lat‘s;ist“ or “leibcrtarion" finals it as
yet impossible or inativissblc to present any sspect of itself as -.“situationist,“
althotzglt it certainly would have clone so by now if for example a "‘l‘~lashist“
(opportunistic n'eo~artisfic} sense of the term had prevailed. »

‘ 29 c
At its beginnings, as long as no one else is votyclose, the situationist critique
seems so intrinsically :tnti~idcologi.c::il that itsproponettts can scsrccly imagine
on;-,' situstionism other than as aitépere gross lie or mistmdcrsttlnding. “Tlterc is no
situationism.“ such a term is "‘rltes.ningless." clcclitres E .5. l. A simple tlitl’erett-
ti;-itlon sufliccs to defend the term from misuse: the .‘it.h €onl'c-rcnce of the
cccidcs that all artistic works p-rotcluce-ti by its z':':embet-.~t rnust be explicitly labeled
"still-situationist.." But the critique that oppo;-=.cs itself by definition to its
icieologization canitot definitively or absolutely sepct*ctLc itself from it. The S.l.
discovers a tendency "infinitely more dangerous than the old artistic conception
we have fought so much. it is more modem and thusless clear. . . . Our project
tslccs shape at the some time as the modern tendencies of integration. There is

-
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thus an air at" resemblance: as wet! as :1 direct opposition, in that we are realty
contemporary. . . . We are neeessarily cm the same path as nut" enemies ---L more
often preceding them" (1.5. 9}. A t

V L30

It is nototrittus that the mtodem intelligentsia has often utitized elementsof
stituatiertifst theory, fqemetriy without acktm\td¢dgment,L mere recentty -- when
such at ptagiaritzzttittn¢et%t%t*iq$ become more difficult and when at the same time
spectacuiar associattiptttwitth the situationisttstadds more to one"s prestige than
knowledge of tiepcndtettm en them detracts from it ---t more often with a¢:i;n0wi-
edgment. But even mote sifgnifieattt are the numemus theoreticzt! and idea-
Iogieal manifestations that. in spiteeef no direct influence or even kzmwledge ef
the sittiationists, are inetuctebty drawn ta the same issues and the same
fotrmulatimts because these are ?tmthirtg other than the intrinsic pivatat! points -of
modenttsociety and its crontradietions. t

‘W .3!‘

To the extent that the situaticmist critique extends e-end deepens itaietfi, mctdern
.sot:iety --- me rety to mintimaiiy understand its own ftmctiotting and? ttptptteeitfion, er
It’) present the spectacle reflecting whet is mes-t generally matte --- must ream»
perztte more and more e-temente of that critique, or in repressing it btetwttte the
victim Qt‘ its own c0:*res”pé>ndtingty increasing biittd epttts. t “ M

32 t

Everything the 5.-5-.1 . hart mid about amt, the pmleterizttt, urhttnism, the specztmtzle, is
brottdczmt everywhere --- minus the e-ssesttéat, Whéie its the anarchy ctf the
idetttlogieal market inciividttztl itietrlegies inctnrpwzttte elerttettteef sittttationést
tehectry separated fmm their ctmerete tattality, as an emtemble they effeeztitreiy
retmite t'he frztgmettts as an ttbstreet. t0t:»;t!ity,AH ttt"modent.ist idecttttgy" taxi-zen as: at
trtloci-; is sitttta-s.ti4;tttist1t. t

33 t

Sitt.::ttit.>nism is the stealing csf the fttiritzrtt-e ft*t:>m the t'evstut.ieztztt:"y mc»vement.,
the critique ttfdaijly life tzndertztt-ten by power itself“. The epeetacte prevtents Etseltf
as the originattztr or at {east the netzessztry tbttznt Qt‘ ttiectzssistt ct? the ideztst ttf its
deett't_1ctEe.>zt. Revalutiotttzty theses cimt't ztppeztr as the ideals 0frevt_t~'tt1ti'ttzt:tr€ee,
that is as linked to a prec§s»e~e;xpet‘ience and pmjeet, but. rather as an unexpected
outhuntt ttf tueidity on the part ef the t~u}et"s. state" and vendors t;tt‘i1!usicm.=s.
Revettttittn bmmea at mttmett-t of :sitttetie.mi:t:t"t,

% _ % 34 ..

The ttttciety of sitttatiortism dues mt. knetv that it is: mat xvotttd be giving it tcto
ntueii etfedit. Only the pmletztriztt cart grasp its tottattttjg in the pmcetts at <.ie:§tt'03-'~
irtg tit-git is pttntripaliyt the ret'tt!tttit1ttttry cattrm that ge:t=:ret;;rs; the ciit~"e:':te itilufiiatte
and idefiittgicai t‘ttt&i.1"t't;§6S that cam shzme up the systetTt.anci}uetify at reasttmeti :st*:;tttus;
qua. The very sueeesses of revttits having; arttivetii at an ztmbigtmus paint of
eqttitihrium with the system serve in part to adverttee thegteatttese sf at systettttt
that cottlci generate and accomntodate such ratdicat sttecesses.
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By itsivtery ttatute situetiontism cannot be immediately or fully teamed.’ It is net
$13gpesee fl__ be taken lttefatly , but fol lowest attest a few steps dtstancc; at at veer e
ttoffor this albeit any dtstance, the _m§{stttieatz0n would been-me apparent.

36 -i _ - .t

In pmdueittg its sitttationisnt. tee‘ sttcietif shatters the ether
ideoiogies, sweeps astde the anshatts end act.-tdetttat faletficattons ttte
fragments capable sf retnvestznent to ttself. But tn tttuls coneenzratfrzgfthe seem!
false c*t?rt$t?i0u.'mes$, seeiety prepares the wey far the exprepnatseqef this
expropriated consciousness. The soptmsttcattott gf recpperatton die-
ahuses reveiuticmaries, its unity pushes the ctmfittceter a htgher level:
meats of eituationism diffused gtobeiiy pmvoke thezr ewe supereeststettitt re~
gitms where they had not yet deveieped from an ittdiigettette ih¢fif¢tfi¢rffi§;§§$¢~

The SJ. was exemplary net etnty fer tvttmit said, but &btB;§'¢ 833 Y9!‘ 4153' f;!¢?¥5ti? 556'
nut my. Diffuseness ditutes critical pewer. Discustsitm efftttinfis that defifttttgttetke
any fiiifference obscures the things that fie, Entering tctttefiithe plettemt
peeialegue turns truth into Qgtttement ttf the tie. Reeetiuttenanes tttt.t$%*i5*MW
hate tee be silent. * t t .t

_ -- -- _ .n - _

V ' ‘ new emme
 ( Event! GP pviéft’ FM.

It, '. . ‘

-1-



Fq
l

?
\

%
ii

1

1
I|.-1

‘ |
l
\

P

- L W

P r

I

NOTES TOWAHD A
SITUATIONIST MANIFESTO

»
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A qualitative leap‘ has been mad: in an period zinc: the SJ. caased its ex-
perimentaticm amand I968. _ % '. 4 L _ V

. k .

The assauk oi {he pmietari-at, fittléhy ‘little the necessity elf a
revoiution écfifiiflg in its strzwles and makes of a ‘**n<éi;v
epoch," has fifitflfl qu»a*liYta:iveIy and. pmcised. -ffhc nature at‘ this
assault new afiows the e!i%mi:mtiozwr ofcmain premature hypoth-
eases and slag:-ans ofthe old, tlwory and %alsaVrev;¢;flls cumin Iimirs , the evarmming
of which wou!di.cm.at4: the mndiziens cf a quaiitaxiveiy difiercn: epoch.

In abvious gsotmcczicm with the l'¢§!l-H1-G‘f'{h€-u-f§*YfliflIi0fl, we am wimgséaing
a devekqiment, witheut precedenr in 812% of partialweferrnist
c*c1ntes%mticm drawing its inspiratbn {mm n:¢éem< taken fmm raw-Eu~
tienary struggias am it pmgres$;iv#%§~ abaridsnas its‘ .£1*aéiti<:>nal themes. This
phcnomemzm jains with the new takan by EM spheres that run the
preaant sonic-‘ty; faced with Eh: asmziii negalive, they have dfitédcd m
Qbrain. at My ‘ml. W-*¢1pI¢‘sacr£ve?psi%%5nm¢imwn alieriation; they are
explwing and estabiishing zm fututist,;4i¢*%.?[a?i1s this partieipazism, on a
program 01‘ thc nwdiification af daily éf the social utilizatisn of
spam and time. at’ pro!etarians' ram iii anfl sf this pz~oductiVo:": itsaif.
Hence all the liberaiizing experimanmlaf the assumptions, the
gaals and the pawe-r of the» e~¢<:momy ii§<i:;5¥;?fl(i:séc&fii@i¢:zis, studies and pmgrams
§mmiSing the transfarmatiun of exis£e£t§§;%i&*l1i¢:f2'are accompanied. by an imny
of the Iegic ofslaiist pc:m*er,¢ by a iféinfamemicntof the memm sf
wmm! over social life. This is erw of anntfadictiaas which is going to
dom§.rms all social life in the next fgw pewar at’ the economy and the
State cm?! canfmnt the present ceilapse iaaékiisuiansidar libem§i2;in~g the mciety
wvithnux minforcing its bureaucratic co::£r#::¢£,;§.g;;di% it ca.n‘t Vwinfwms its bureauw
cram: ¢an:"tmE ~\§rith0ut substantiafly anachmnisxic acacia! struc-
mres whow wgalive am negating cm %'hava bacmne uncammliablc.

é ‘ — #_ ‘ '
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P°“'*Y °3»*'*"@1; fa? 51 Wili be swept this cmirse. Thi$ is wh3' it $0
wiliingiy thedEvers¢%'.%shad~¢a Qf criticai ihought tn
expiam includingflw wars: a:1s*§#%ageahv2e ones; this is why it
emmuragcs with saiutkms at :ransferm~ing pagmiatians
into cmdukmé mieperativcactors of a mno-vatmi aiimazion. ‘Rs majm
concern. since it has gfiveyn up getting (mt of the present period in one
piecc. is to keep the damme ta La minimum and avoid generatirg situations of
inwvemibie disequiiibrium. It is this process, taken up on a glam! politicai seal:
as wet! as internally in the variaug states and modified er postponed accm"ding to
heal necessities. in which is inscribed the ccmsidcrabie deveiepmenz -- if om
takes fer cemparison the epoch of the triumphant Yeuphoric
fimmmy --- of a spmmle ofcontesmzian and smrial rra-mfanwmrivn. %
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To be .~>:.:1'e, %c0nta~.statii¢.~:: bass-1:;1Wn}’S had i2s~;_;>1;:cc.-Lira this s.;»;:<:ia1~;u:I;ar :.zni~=.-verse. but
as .2: pcriph¢:;'.:1E and nsgiigihie scatmrt aw»-' izisharcs ihc seam‘ 0f't_h1: stagc. <?p:r:I;'
c:om;':-sting; with saiisfi-ézal sui*.~n1issic>r:‘s =:uie;g;.'<1fcxisting ccmdizmns-;. in mace gf
1&2: cm;-i:aiisrn~s:a!i%n%s1n nppositinn .whi»-:-h wa~.s at the haw Q? W1‘ fv'~£1_*‘-¢F-’~"5§¢ £5?-hfi
preceding perhrd, is new SHb$i§t.Ui€C§’l?t€ familiar: imagery of exzsimg wczety
_a_;:"ap;'s'}i1':;g, with the farccs an-cf prmeases ilfifi-.0{iT1CtT1giYL‘$’»i1'lé"¢£’!'!3f2€ swgzzzimz.

in the s~;>1fn:::'=:s gifixigié §Ya}i*1ics um rs:.‘.\w s,<~:.~:f.~; 0-xe:r}'\§~*here ?_.h<:: 5;tiii~,grc=;fing rise sf :51
,,£,(,,,€;',_,,,,;;5m%§ '5iuppm~;_¢é by t.he_fi'm".<r»i 2*. ercrtam revival cf nghizstnr samz.
faecist fl't&fi§-f££st£%i'i0¥1$; ,

The c-n:»emhic% oi" the mesent terrztatiu-‘£25 fmm which W¢s£e:n?;mpi%taEis:n cig-
\fi‘;3e?»;§iI1§; it:-; av.-=1": r=:@ex.:*.mina%:ini': ;m=:;§ m"<:pm:"i:':g its :.1¢%cessm"y restruc_£1.::':_ng 1:;
i¥‘i£§§C&?.iE’€3 sf that pivomi anai fiv:?ri;1rr'7{,f%)?:1'gQ’f_1°!1i.§!0ric‘cli ehahramcr sf thus @:pe;:-ch.
Are ihxf r:_5§;£1r=. ;-ymri ?'if§§€‘.§ :1? '11 f'T'.7’I{l1f :?aee*g::::’&::@ £,§~&"\’<:§§t¢;¢>, :5: tarrain £:‘;°€K.;7-;3¥"§fl’1¢3*x%E:a%:i@;1I1
c.r>n&;t§£;:t&.s £1>:ei€'in macti~:m ., from hiciathfi :'¢i.~;*:;i<2;3;¢ i:= haizigeiabnratcd that will
'pi‘=E1)fi up the 1"cmrg,:mizatien 05' the .53.}:-::::‘img¢ sy:a£am in thfi :':»&%;§£% few 3:<’:mfs. it as a
nzattm" P'1-are of .21 .s:::i,:';:i.::::s:'<'.»~ sf‘ "€v'e.~a:em capimiisnw, muse 131:1: the:
necc:@sa@r}' :'ei;is':.§£:iL:i"izsg c.i1ncc:iw~;§ to &;e1?'=?gu;i!:'*d state dua1i$§:%z§?§§:?1 mus? E>:<:cn-
maxed in 25¢ mum cant.rali.ze:d and c£m£r£>§Eubh: manna: p%a§s;m'ivi§§:%,%;n£1!0H£;¢r in W?-
mzmc cfsf the rzarmra! a':£:1a'i2a of $312‘ w<.1:'k§ngs (if ihfi ¢c£=na1I:3$‘ §E¥i E0 saw: the

e*::':;>;*:*="=:."=z§<.* ¢:.=*:'a'.‘c-*r' :':.s*e.=jfl in thfi rzzxme 9§‘ani:,ie.10icsg31 i?mp£.>:~;~;ing fifififiai ac2r:c'a'pIio_:z
¢.1:“¢=.1-i.>-:.=_»,*=- ta" :1 mi pregrixring EM: 31':-xv z:>:'£:§3L&- cmzdizinns €i1:'cyhen1=s£§c wcieiy. mm. in
<§n;t@:' zk:1> ¢?.o»:wl% 1,1122 zhis {.1;1:e:‘;;=it£.::>n. paw»-W finds 1'-is¢ifc0x*:s£Lmi:1&d in ififi ~*??1f>Y'¥ ¥‘i1?“1I"~‘»
§.?¢s¢-e;1<I in tbs =£‘awm'¢d iawain :3? re<¢<.wE:..:£i"0r:;::*§e:=-2,‘sf which it imsa iwrmr: fhézf {sf
.t.:-.:f*;=¢2*.+:§;m:=. if §l{.1E1i5~§1§_€ ciamr, it n%<nn;?th'-':i&‘:.ss dcmfi not haw: tin‘ QIQCQSS it filfidfi
iasfcrif §:2i'ij§,;=.5.:-.=.*~a'i in ::m2’c:' :;'¢;:;:zm3.L 'I'h§s is a cenirai mint for W: h»i:€§£o»:"%cai z.s_m€@,:v1"f-
§~I£;?:<2{?En5; of tin: §3i’€S£;*§"iii gwrrimi and of {ha xnanner in w,v¥':.£c%1 tbs alt-arnzmvc sf
?eva:~3nzL<%:-swzamy" £-1ai\»'€:fi£iII'fi araici:lat¢sL i_&se‘if =.i§wr+:. None of the misrs cam 52:1}?
?<mg<-:2!‘ -\¥r1;atth}—:: =:c>:';:mqu¢r2¢as af film r¢:i‘%a:.@m2-iiv=:t ::a¢mmre%s aha; thay are 1"m*<:<-rd £0
::~;1~;e1:=n¢i;@y wiii Em; 1;hr::';;.r :13 sec Kiwi? time: :."ua1r1i:1;;?§;:»s..a%;s1:2d &iwiz=.:.st»~ditc:h p:.@fii;:tix'as
zhey m'g;~:3i1£ij,.~= med bu a§€v<é1a;= 0:’ gsmzraslizic. but they ?:$$i=.£&%-2 %:*:z:fc»r¢ tigcsa
c§}a'r:3c€§\:'cs=. w§':c:.~;c.* §‘?+$,‘€iiE‘é!$$ emu‘ msults; are un:;:erm%_n. This pamiyzing a1:n:cru@::11y
isms thczrza ¥‘;3?§“1£*i"‘££}‘§i‘\-‘£1!E1-£f1f.'i£'!‘E$3}’:3I':*;§ inm;§::c1ua%¢: ;':@;*§.c:r1&*y~ 1:; the crab" ems: of ihmr
in~,~::rmn<:m.s shag? rem:-sins vb-"§i§E€1-ii? azxrprisca ami that they know wcfi --»- zfzvir

;1e>=‘€:1u:= . A '

R.e\~.;;i»§z:‘.i~.>n:.:1""\' 1512565 am baring xi.:ik=::n " .~::very'wh$z‘=:u ifl$DiF'5f‘*£ WE 31i1\I‘<'i’F1*
unaifizzax-'1*§1{¢§'2 by the :+':u£ that z"u::.;z"e~ :<_¢:?cEw:"n=:.::1ns 0‘: the czuntrofnf p=.::_;mI21-
ti<;e~n:.=; téxcv am: used x-=-.-£231 the zrcatma-1 +§.“--‘f2iCliiI‘£'1 ‘£0 pmzxc rnndcrn :*n¢:"chandxse as

‘ n’ " ' '- 5- - -_-._'i- -T i‘, ‘-,-.3, In 0 v.-\‘.| -F; :0‘ '. t n‘-.well ::1:~.- IO_1,US! :13" the p~0s=a%:¥;1%:e%nLe<:¢:s,%m3,% an .1 has-2 a1.:=.Lr.=:.m;_..an3» pimmd pr :v<1m.m m
this :m*.rch:m<5is¢.% in as way, ihey mve xzcver been $0 kmwm and popular; but
an}; on 1':u"-:- :.'>a;c-asinn-$2:.*1:‘¢:§'If14.>*y urzci=:+rsi<.mi. um-.1 and ele\'el0;3¢d cm.§hc1:* qwn
terrains. The sp=e:cmc%¢ effmzt axbirzqrzmes thew zmggnm smd lhfiif nxeeznmg. Thgy
don‘t :.1!me.m' av; the i;i:.m:>, mi‘ re*-*0!ui%onz:s%i¢s. that as to say ianked to 2. prccasc
ctxpcs-'i<:m:l.t m1<;§ p:"*q§ec£. but :"azL?1<::‘ am cmtbursz‘; of iuczdity on flu": par: 015 Ihé
rulers. ;-.mr.v. vmaiars c>§"i§l:;s£c>r1~s_.

C3
wt“

\_

This g">c>puI;:z"i:%y r.:»i'.' ¢.".=u:' amé-$lh¢;1£§2.&d H}.-'."f~Rw':?&i ci¢§'?x1srs a p;"izna:ry diffi:.'uII}" for the
r¢:;£i;?.:ati¢.m cf is isitzmilnnist maniibfiiia. it wili haw: t0 he conceived 50 Ehiii the‘:
point of »-i;~:~.v whish it devekaps =':.;1:":r;=.~,‘a &'.:.p;':=I'£3F' as the "%e‘xtr2m¢ icft“ of ‘the
Misting ¢#%u:*r:ms of coznezatatiaaxw. E1 Ems.-at ccwzlwy as unambzguousiy as possible
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the criiiquc and super:-ession of them. That is, it mus: shatter the “is? " status that
* situationist theary holds today. It is this vcry rppmre which prinicipaihfdcfines
the consent of and need for a manifesto. ‘ " V ' L

‘. . I ~ '.',
‘ .

In presenting his filniefarexample. Guyflnbord, remuncing the continuation of
an nfllgfisive position, has actively conmpio piacingsituationist theory in
the isiextribabie sitiuationi of the wntempaiwi wntestatory spectacle, Non
olivfiously, because film is nszessariiy more “sf2cctai;u!ar" than writing {though
thisis a question of a domain that f¢Vi3l£i!§;0B21fi¢S am,:;w\n'here near being able to
cidminate in the current c-{maxi}, but bétause sevcnjmam after th¢ appearance
of his book -- wail inm _a mdicsflly new -- he ggade afilm which is; no
more than that and which is thus 0§§§E§'$fllf-Rémilfifi"giorificatiun ofan act
of the past. But even if there? is an of flaunted saff-

.satisfac1fion in this film, ii isn‘t am‘ -intcnitiénié dgny Dehmfdth: ifi.i'H5PU§'&{17~}¢.
talent that remains to him and wmfii gaa still manifcsi. its:_:.-If in ¢m~s.;a;in
partiaily rcveiwtionary and éfifiifltious ways. Th; §hc4?§,i@i.,i;istiia-1
Debord, in thciaclivity sf isitumiitmist theory when he haldsax
ity; éevoics himself less ta the tiwary of ncgfin :han=i'!oi7a5’ i -BI
glow Qhmugh the cm of the negative." which weiety infa
periphemi &1!d_QflIG-fifiifiififl art. This is eaatkipie of
manifesto and its auiiwrs'm1:st not foliow. “J L <'  V  "_ _ _ .. ‘ ._ I.‘ ‘U ‘

, _ . . ._, ‘ ‘; - . _
. - - . .1-, ;_ ¢

' ."i.' . ‘
. 1 ‘ ' --‘ '

As a preliminary in the drafting efa manifeste.L1,I3m':iis‘a to
make up fer in revmuiiienary théflry. Ne-tahiy in tizcvnxaistery agf Vpfiimamena
particular, in dimzsnsi-am or“ {heir novelty; to‘ in tin:
hereiofore neglecgedixinrerpirfitation ofjwhat is P555118 i1h~=re. And in taking this
rum: it is posisibic that we will discevgr new notions éecisive for zlieistmggies of
the rfext few years. ' ‘ V i I i -

A gmvd manifesm. forexampie. aughz not to mil: to the mvaiuiifinaly miifwnxent
. in the fashion sfthat franiig,optimism which same feel c»b!'@¢d% ta adopt wihmm-ar
they talk abaut revaiutian, insisting -principally cm me 1€adi¢ali gaspects, wen
inventing them far the owasizm. and cm the inainctabiflsyef the fiflljjll-.'§$9il¢. This
dmctrinaire point’ M‘ mw only betrays the doubis of llama 'W-hf“! it.

_ _ ..,.i_‘ :_,
.1, __ - .

. ~"

The manifesto wiii have to cousideir the rm! revoiuiimlary mcwgmént; that is. to
say certainly the admirable element of what has ai1r:a\dy% been aaeoniplisimd,
which justifies the very ifqgion cf a revm'mionan* mawmmx, biz! isaieiy in the
sense that what has be.ei1_ 65011:. isgaing to bx suparcedéd. It W5}! alsb
cmzsider ail the aregr~etmbic dfi-ifegf&s',whi¢h cempromise rgveimionaw deve2o;5-
meat, its complicity with Qlérflditiéns. The ennui 8,l1fi1_}"SiS=»1_0f a singic

reai z:i:ivemen;5ij5?,iiiLwot11z than a hfl£1f§f.8d'-di$6£i11f5Q$ an the
bfisgsue. "I71: epoch -when thé declara-

its efiicacy isnow over. T_ i L . " .
, -"'- ._-..' ~ -. - .‘__ | .,.. _

talc: precist and rrengimnr pesitimzs on realityand the
J thy: miaimimary Itwili have‘ to {sea}: and mime Ibis.

pm;o\;reme_in“s mm; siinali-aztiiki rggizncies,thizsc: cm in new
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present aciiivityiofcansequemial revioiutionarics. in shcw§ngi\vha1 I-he revQiui—
tionary prolelariat is rzecessariiy gaing to beiied to do in the rzcxtfev-*yca.rs.Tha1
is to say what. questions struggles iare necicssarii1}';ga1ingi1§ depfimi “DEW \*‘-fiiiii
foims they ape necessarily gqiing to take. befnre what pi-rc?m's»e d{;'£??fZ¢‘i!'»!'i’f'.§ the
rcvol.utiepijar*ifisian'one side and the damizfmni 'iV§ini;q1herare gmllié F0 W
placed. Rzvpiutionary theory can no 'lo;3g¢r pFfl$¢fiT5¥’i£_lh¢
finai stage as thé fprewflflfi. of what akifiifii if iii -§i5@""t¢'f@}' ii “J
conceive, in an éVbr~ago§:»%p{a»c¢i¥@::1i an izvenitnaififics of the inter.
mediary periods andim dabatcdwhypiciheses L on -these -p<::f:ods.i

We oughtw pm ourse‘i?ffi+S;iin :1 piiéitiiini ta annmmce wfliiiggflainiy -_$@'-ffifi} foresees;
abie cicvéiopme-nits. to ¢x.cimie ntiheris; to show what cataszrophzsm fiiis
fer puwm-‘ fur tiw wmcgiws; which are the caméituphes that on: ‘can
reasonably sibaw to be &v&id3b§€,iwi1ich on the oi her hand are thbse that won t_be
avoidcd. We' I'¢¢_£’ai¢m¢ff'£h£:f1ai*iincipal sepii)-histfiris devei0pm=mIs;cQn1mg
from all the aspects ofiiiiabreakdown of Sfifiiiiii functigning. thai as to say
‘£0 foresee the izhmediawiimziiext in which the proletariat is going to have an
dcvelfip its'stn:gg1e$. * ' ~ I 7

The _pr0_§:;¢t :1 maizifcrsiw mi the zmcessity sf pfcssniting a series
of simialt pflsitiezms on probism$fi?i1i¢fii;B@i¢fi in abeyancezz simni no ’€.i1_:;t. cf a_-fnqrc
Imienai and striiiing preseintatid-:1 of paints acquireid {mm alr¢ady existing
th:~+0r*y.i It wiii be a sari ofguiéébfifik for tiim-rwolutiorzafxfi $<3;*»’§1'1~ilI¥"¢ Ofihfi 11¢ X?
iiimy years. Not an idyiiic travai agsncy pirospectm but 3 practical $0-Cutljflnl
meaiiéming the dzmgars and obstaaias which have a;3§ea;.i;¢__ begnnw mamffifil
m¢m$¢1v¢is, and ihe, scizniiflfafijr gévaizmmd am! ,5fI£J(2!€d chances mi success.

. _r.__ __ I
‘ 0-. I. '

What wiii differentiate us‘ frnm the pseudo-revc>iuiionaric~s whe today
mgnepoliia azzenziezm, in fizz mzmifaswiand in rim ac?i:'v;'I3,' riziziwe aye going £0
gggiinge m d£_'"V{1'ft)1?, is thai wc are gning ta tail»: about rcvoiutian as a €¢':§1Cra'f6
a}_:’{i§g!0EJ:1l=&fllB?p1“iS£ forthe 13$: quartz? of th-is, cemury anfzi that W; are going to
33y prezisreiy under what C-Qflliiififififi it can succee.-cl as mm! rewalzztxon. Fmm thv:
min-iéiriions in which we coadimt. 01-or activity. :.=md.b?ecau.sei this a::_ti_vi*:y is not-
riirccxad by 2an=~.»~"=ane:,; no cine my who wili be the 'aut1iers'of the situatiorgist
manifesto ar manifesros. Q11¢'*§iiL'1$,.h0WfiV€f, is sum: our epech reqafly needs-
timareziczal works, and itiitself is going £0 create the forces necicssaxy forms
éatisfactien af that need. i_ _ L; V ._ .
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