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OTTINGHAM CITY COUNCIL may have

unwillingly surrendered many of
its powers and functions during the
Town Hall revolution, but its flair
for political controversy remains
unimpaired.

The controlling Labour group's
efforts to get to effective grips
with the disastrous housing short-
ages - by buying up unsold houses on
private developments - has prompted
the apathetic middle classes to
assume the mantles of militants.

Young snobs lucky or over-paid
enough to secure a howse on any of

Shire Hall beaks last month to pay
penance for a momentary indescretion.

The unsavoury nature of his crime,
indecent exposure, will not be
denied, least of all by Eric Pate
himself.

True to the man's character he
saw fit to resign as a city JP a few
days before his appearance in front
of a county bench.

It is understood he is still
undecided about his political future.
It's a truly sad irony that the
pressure of his council and other
public service work probably contrib-
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the Nottingham area's new private
estates are forming their own activ=-
ist groups or political cells -
though they call them, respectably
enough, "residents associations”.
They have been holding meeting
after meeting, a protest march,
demonstrations, and undertaking a

wide range of lobbying.

The outcome is evidenced in right-

eous howls of anguish about plummet-
ing property values, degenerating
neighbourhoods and the horror of
council house neighbours.

And they add to this their claims
that the Council, which after all is
pursuing its mandated policy of
modern homes for as many as soon as
possible, is acting immorally, even
illegally.

el RARR@

And a Labour councillor has fall-
en the unfortunate, politically
naive victim of their ploys.

Councillor Stanley Baker, who
represents an area including one of
the trouble-spots, Hollydene Park,
Bulwell, has put himself in jeopardy
of being sacked by the Labour group.

An outburst at a mee%ing on
Heronridge Estate led him to public-
ly criticise the way the inner
caucus of political leaders on the
Council comprehensively dictates
group policy.

And he has publicly supported
residents' and Tories' proposals
that the new homes should be offered
for sale to families from clearance
areas or on the house waiting lists
before they are rented out.

But this tack is hardly Cricket
when the city's waiting lists are
running at over 10,000 and hundreds
of new privately-built homes remain
unsold to anyone, month after month,
and the building industry faces
financial chaos.
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The young estate whizz-~kids, with
their new Vivas, 2.4 children and
coffee-party wives, are at last
beginning to realise the Council's
leader John Carroll sometimes means
what he says.

It took them long enough to
appreciate the implications of his
pledge to buy up houses to boost the
city's housing stock and ailing
redevelopment programmes.

His "open cheque book" could
apparently run to £10m,

The city has already bought 159
- homes at Heronridge, Top Valley, and

108 across the Gedling frontier at
Hempshill Vale, the latter on land
which the old Carlton Council incid-
entally sold to developers. They are
also buying about 134 houses at
Hollydene Park, Bulwell.

And others are in the pipeline.

The house-rustling may yet take
them outside the city limits again,
possibly this time into Rushcliffe
or Broxtowe districts.

Could it be a wicked Machiavell=-
ian plot to force the city boundar-
ies wider and thus enhance the
chances of becoming a top tier
authority? After all, only Bristol,
of the districts, has a bigger pop-
ulation.

Or could it be an equally sinist-
er form of imperialism - to pack the
electoral rolls of Tory areas around
the city with new Labour ranks?
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Whatever the eventual answer, the

house-owners are taking to the barri-

cades to quell this 1974 version of
the "yellow peril".

Many families living in desperate
Victorian conditions in clearance
areas will have modern homes sooner
than they had dared hope. And they
may even get a perverse satisfaction
from paying £7 or £8 a week rent for
a home with extras while the man -
next door who is buying his home is
struggling to pay £15 to £20 a week
mortgage on the basic model.

The city's policy is rightly
being strongly defended by Housing
Director Malcolm Campbell Lee and
Housing Chairman Bert Littlewood.

The home=-owners face a long
uphill struggle for effective public
support, which will not be helped by
the streams of abusive 'phone calls
to which Bert Littlewood is current-
ly being subjected.

Even those bastions of capitalism
the building societies have refused
to "black" the affected developments.

The humanitarian philosophy of
mixed public and private development
may be with us at last!
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T WAS SAD INDEED to see one of
Nottingham's most conscientious and
efficient councillors up before the

uted greatly to the depressive ill-
ness from which the court was told
he was suffering.

* I hope by the time you read this
iiric Pate has decided against resign-
ing from the political arena. And
hopefully his colleagues, on both
sides of the House, will give him
the support he deserves to carry on.

On a council notable for its
family circles, its unimaginative
part-timers and party hacks who make
up the numbers, Councillor Pate's
flair makes him one of the leading
policy-makers.

His contribution, both to public
debate and to organisation within
the Labour group, is a wvaluable one,
and should if possible be retained.
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OIN NOTTINGHAM CORPORATION for the

high life. Approved apparently
without a murmur from the Labour or
Tory members of the city's Leisure
Services Committee, a £72.17 bill
run up by Entertainment Manager Joe
Nuttridge staying at the Albany
Hotel during the Festival.

He must have had some late nights
during what many people agreed was a
highly successful fortnight. Rumour
has it he may even have been tired
and emotional at times.

But surely a taxi home to
Cropwell Bishop each night would
have been cheaper. And £50 could
have meant all the difference to
another Festival event.

Perhaps he has still to learn
fully what an explosive combination
money and the Festival have proved
in the past.
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HE SALE OF three Persian carpets

from four bought when the Council
House was built raises a mysterious
question.

They are being sold for £1400,
and average £466 each. Total valu-
ation of all four was £1600.

The fourth and only one being
used is in the Lord Mayor's parlour.
S0 why is the city's civic head
fobbed off with a cheap £200 carpet?
And just to pile (sic) on the
agony: Why at a time when those who

can afford to are rushing to buy
inflation-proof assets like Persian
carpets has the Policy and Resources

. Committee, in its Oriental wisdom,
‘decided to dispose of these rapidly-

appreciating investments?

Barker

Searching for snips
at Sneinton

Story on page 2
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