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|could tories goto court | TRANSFER

HOUSING
CTION

% RENTS UP S NEW ACTION GROUP

for house sales?

City Councillors might have to pay baCk'thousands of
pounds out of their own pockets if complaints against
them are upheld.

Nottingham Housingz action Group iswpreparing a dossier
on the millions &I pounds that are being lost through
council house sales, This will be presented to the
Dis'rict Auditor, the man responsible for seeing that
chie City Counci: is handling the City's finances accord-
ing to the law, in August.

The Action Grou~ claims that the City could have already
lost over £13 miilion through the sale of redevelopment
land and their aecision to sell council houses. In ten
years' time therc¢ will be an additional yearly loss of
over £600,000 p.a. The Action Group will be detailing
four main losses:

1. HOUSES SOLD AT A LOSS

New council houses a2:'¢ being sold at knock down prices,
many are being sold al less than the cost it took to
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% EXCHANGE COLUMN

FREEZE

Tenants in Nottingham wanting
transfers are unlikely to get
them in the near future.

A Senior Official of the Housing
Dept admitted that there had
been no transfers in the last
few weeks and that it was un-
likely there would be any under
the existing council policy of
giving priority to buyers.

One of those who has been hit
hard by this policy is Mrs S
J Snelgrove of Hyson Green.

APPEAL T0 MRS THATGHER

Mrs Snelgrove, a divorcee with
2 young children, moved into
Hyson Green flats nearly a year
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ago. She was promised by the
Housing Dept that a transfer
would be given with 6 months.
However, no transfer has been
made yet and, given the circum-
stances, seems unlikely. s
Mprs Snelgrove would like to move
Because:she wants to find a job
and pay her own way as much as
possiblé, At the moment Mrs
Snelgrove is having to manage
on £15.95 a week (after rent,
éi??tﬁiéify'and-heating deduc-
tions) and feels that she can-

‘not manage on this income
2 young children.’ :
‘However if a transfer to the
Clifton area could be arranged
her mother and sisters would
be available to look after
her children during holidays
and in the early evenings
enabling Mrs Snelgrove to find
employment: .

But as fast as she tries to
stand on her own 2 feet, Jack
Green keeps pulling the carpet
away !
ibility of a transfer Mrs
Snelgrove wrote in desperation
to Mrs Thatcher, Leader of the
Conservative Party, explaining

with

As there seemed no poss-

her position and inviting Mrs
Thatcher to take over her role
as mother and manage on her
weekly income.

The reply received which is
published below ignores this
offer but does clearly show the
confusion existing within the
Tory Party on the effects of
their housing policy. We also
publish in full a letter re-
ceived from Mr Campbell-Lee,
Housing Manager, which clearly
shows the consequences of Tory
policies. Reading these 2
letters it must be asked does
the Tory right-hand know what
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the Tory left-hand is doing?

City of
Nottingham

The Rt. Hon. Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.

RIGHT
HAND
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21st_June, 1977 My Ref. o

e R Ty 5 % Department of Housing Services

2 ‘ S , Please ask for Ii»: G~
78852 Sl T ,,! ; s o ) 11 King Street
yu e B A R ; Your Ref. Nottingham NG1 2BG

. ;H\T 3 4" Telephone (0602) 411421 ext. 1 e
RS e Dear Mrs Snelgrove Repairs Only 47002
Teliex 377459

| have your letler of Sth May und
aboul. your transfer.,,,

appreciate your anxiety

_,-{ /( “ M ”n 5 il /J wve,

At Mrs. Thatcher's request I am replying, on se e+ A number of people have oxprssed an interest in pup sing a -
her behalf, to your letter of ¢th May, 1977. house at Clifton, as well as other arecas, and lLhese applications are
being gi

I am" very sorry for the delay in replying. riority over lettings to the Waitin

clearance -

Although transfers and direct exchanges of council
houses and flats are not subject to any countrywide
"freeze", ‘it is certainly true that a great deal of
unnecessary bureaucracy obstructs tenants from the
quick simple transfers that could otherwise often
be arranged. The Conservative Party plans to
introduce a "Tenants' Charter" for council tenants
which will have amongst its purposes the aim

of facilitating transfers.

The sale of counci '
After all, people who want to buy eir council. =

property will have had to have lived there for some

time and will like living there - otherwise they would

not be wanting to buy it, They are unlikely to be the

kind of people considering a move away. Transfers

of council houses are made possible by deaths and by existing
tenants seeking accommodation more to their taste. Both

sseee | am sorry that this will be a disappointment to you, as it will be
to all other similar outstanding cases, but if Lhe prospects change 1
will let you know when | am able (o n:is i) ) I

Should you be interested in purchasing a house I will be pleased
to register your name. : 3

Yours sincerely
I‘/ Z L' “\‘(—)l)-(.-\, : ol o
Director of Housing

This 20 page illustrated pamphlet is sponsored by 33 tenants
federations, Trades Councils, Cuts Campaigns, and local

will contipue to occur even when other p=ople are allowed Labour Parties. The pamphlet covers no! only the sale of
to buy -their properties, existing council houses but also the =ai «f land earmarked
for council housing to private builders, cquity sharing and

I hope this sets some of your anxieties at rest.

bujld-for-sale schemes. The pamphlet expinins =

Thank you for writing and best wishes,

PN Slb:&u(_' |
/

@Why Council housing is so important.

@®Why all sales must be stopped

@®Who's demanding the sale of council houses
@Sales campaigns around Britain

@ Action by tenants and workers
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v v b W J 1 copy 6p - plus 9p post
Matibow Porvpie 10 copies 55p - plus 29p post 4
26 " f£1.25p (save 25p) - plus 70p post
50 " £2,40p (save 60p) - plus 85p post

100 - » £4.70p (save £1.30) plus £1,10 post

FROM SCAT, 31 Clerkenwell Close,
London EC1 (Tel, 01-253 3627)

floors up in Balloon Wood or
with a bit of luck win Find
the Ball on a really good

week and then she'll be able
to buy one of Jack's Council
houses.

We in Radford East see ‘this and
worry and worry and worry be-
cause that's all we can do,
because nobody is telling us
anything we are in the process
of running a petition demand-
ing that these councillors
and senior officers come into
our areas and answer these
questions.

GEORGE DALEY

the Mr and Mrs Moneybags from
London who put their name down
on the waiting list and are
offered the very dwelling that
would have been ideal for this
old lady.

Again we have the lady from
Muskham Street in the Meadows
riddled with arthritis, whose
last offer was in February this

year,
It was an even older property

than the one she is in now,

all on her lonesome with nothing
but corrugated tin sheets to
look at. The house offered had
steps to climb to get to the

Radford East

We in Radford East who are next
in line for redevelopment, (when
this takes place?), are in the
forefront of the present Tory
‘housing policy. We can see the
full effects of the standstill
that has arisen, already.

For instance, one old lady left
in.Dorset Street with no W.C.
must walk at least 200 yds to
a friend's house. Perhaps

the Council Officers in their

wisdom will give her a chemi-
cal toilet, it's easier than
offering her a Council flat or
a dwelling for rent. ,
After all they must look after

front door. :

Jack Green would say she is too
"choosy'". Never mind she may
get the chance of a flat 6

Petition forms are available
from 240 Denman Street or
tel 785101

STOP PRESS (ovict Wave Ditbent) stiuwe $ITES To PRIVATE DevELoffCs. 3oWe OEVECoMAS
OFFRMIWL PEANUTS . Somt SiTES No TENNEES, Tor\6s MAY BE Folle€O To REAE
ot Buidwte PRopaaAMmME 1 —
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COUNCILLORS FACE
SURCHARGE (cont)

build them, and this 1s without
using the discount scheme.

The Press have already covered
the losses in Nethergate and
Wilford. In NHAG's April Cuts
booklet they showed how houses
were being sold -at a loss of
between £4,000 and £5,000

a time. There was some doubt
at the time whether the Coun-
cil could do this. Councillor
Borrett showed these doubts
when he said: '"But if it turns
out that we cannot sell, we
will certainly take rent
applications."

We now discover that many new
houses are being sold at huge
discounts. For instance, a
house up for sale at the end
of June in Colliery Road,
Meadows, was going for £10,000.
But if you read the Council
minutes the tenders were
£13,658 and then there were
£1,550 to add on for fluctu-
ations of prices for materials
DURING THE CONTRACT..

Thus the house is being sold
at over £5,000 below cost
price. And so are many others.

We estimate the total loss on
new houses could have amounted
to £1,000,000 due to this price
cutting so far.

0 Redevelopment

Slum clearance sites are being
sold off to private developers
to build houses for sale. The
price is "market value'" but it
is way below the actual cost of
preparing the site ready for
building (ie the costs of re-
housing, slum clearance, com-
pensation). |

The whole community pays the c
cost of this slum clearance so
you would imagine the community
would benefit from council
houses being built on it. Not
'so., A private developer would
never take on the job of slum
clearance but is willing to
pick up land at reduced prices
after public money has cleared
the site.

For instance, in Radford East

on a 19 acre site we calculate
there will be almost a £3 million
difference between the cost of
acquiring the site and the price
it is up for sale.

If you multiply this figure by
all the sites up for sale to
private developers we believe
the hidden subsidy to private
developers could be in the
region of £12 million.

0 'Rent lost

Estimates of empty houses vary
but we.-say a figure of 500 1is

L ¢

not unreasonable for houses
which are waiting for sale or

‘waiting for legal contacts to

go through.

If you take the average rent
lost as £5 and the average

rates lost as £1.50, the Council
is losing £3,250 each week. Or
£169,000 per year.

c ~ Counecil lpses

It is often claimed that selling
council houses will save the tax
and ratepayers millions of
pounds. However lost income
from rent and mortgage tax
relief mean that Local Author-
ities and the Exchequer in

fact lose on sales.

When the Council sells a house
it provides a 100% mortgage

for the buyer and then instead
of receiving rent payments it
receives higher mortgage charges
It is also saving money on

" maintenance and management.

However the mortgage payments
stay fixed whilst rents increase.
'Furthermore many council houses
have paid for themselves in rent
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'Cleara

Figures of the number of
families rehoused in the last
month were released for the

July Housing Committee. Only
55 families were rehoused in
June. At this rate only 660
families would be rehoused

in a year.

This amazing figure comes only
a few months after Jack Green'
promise to bring clearance

forward! The effect of other

Tory policies is biting into
the supply of houses so hard
that it now looks unlikely that
present commitments to clear-
ance can be kept.

and are now making a profit for %'

the council, even after mainten-
ance and management charges.
This surplus can go towards
building new houses.

c Who suffers?

What this means is that the
council can provide houses for
anybody unable to afford to buy
at reasonable prices. These
houses are at first subsidised
but as rents rise and the
loans borrowed to build the
houses are paid off, these
houses actually make a profit
as well as being a valuable
asset.

N.H.A.G. has calculated that
after 10 years the loss of
income to the council in selling
council houses would be £219
per house. If the council sell
no more houses than they anti-
cipate after the end of this
Year they will be making a loss
of £639,000 per year and this
will be greatly increased of
they continue to sell at the
present rate.

Other studies have shown that
Birmingham is estimated to have
lost £16 MILLION selling 10,000
houses between 1966-72.

Leeds, if it succeeds in sel-
ling 5,000 houses as it intends,
would lose £8 MILLION and have
lost £1% MILLION on the 900
already sold.

The Action Group realises that
all these figures are not com-
pletely accurate and will be

working them out more exactly.
However the results are clear-
council house sales result in
huge financial losses for the
community as the Council look
for short term financial gain.

®Question: How many houses will
there be for those on the
Waiting List, Jack?

-Answer: During 1977/78 there
will be, by our estimate:as,
2,334

eQuestion: But are not 1,800 of
these houses 're-lets' that you
are offering for sale?

=Answer: Of course we are!

eQuestion: Why then in June have

| you offered 110 of those relets
for sale? On a full year that
means you are selling 1,200
re-lets. That only leaves 600.

~Answer: Professional agitators
(deleted) inspired stirrers.

H ®Question: Why has the waiting
list increased by nearly 1,800

| families in the last 6 months?

- Answer: Ask Mr Wakely (City
Secretary), he's given you all
the figures so far!
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WHAT HAPPENS TO COUNCIL HOUSES

WHICH ARE PUT UP FOR SALE AND
SO LEFT EMPTY?

1

They may get vandalized or they
may Just deteriorate because
repairs which should have been
done are neglected. If you
know of any houses which have
deteriorated in this way,
please ring N.H.A.G., tel

Your information will help us
work out how much money the
council loses by selling
council houses.
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