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HEALEY’S HAND-OUT

THE CHANCELLOR, Mr, Healey, has
firmly placed the next round of wage
limits into the trade union leaders' lap,
Instead of the normal noises of reaction
to a set of figures, the TUC have to de=-
cide how they want the wages for the
forthcoming increase packaged, In this
way the government places that decisi-
on and responsibility onto the trade un-
ions who, if it fails, will take most of

the blame from their membership, The

package includes tax allowances if pay
increases are limited to 3 per cent,
The other offer consists of a straight
£5 increase,

Mr. Healey knows full well that there
is growing dissatisfaction among the
craft members of the unions, Many
feel that the £6 limit has narrowed .
their wage differential with semi- and
unskilled workers, Such feelings have
and are being expressed by workers at

Leylands, but as anarchists we are not -

interested in wage differentials, We
consider that all work of social good is
of equal worth and that in the present
society wage differentials and craft and
non=craft feelings only serve the inter=-
ests of the employers, Equal pay
would bring a unity of purpose to work-
ers' struggles,

But both the unions and their member-
ship are divided and we are now witnes-
sing the TUC submitting its own propos-
als, They in their turn have options of
a £4 limit or a 5 per cent increase,
leaving individual unions to choose for
the pur pose of negotiating which would
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suit them,

The Tories have called Mr, Healey's
proposals 'taxation without representa-
tion', But really they are a realistic
assessment of where power lies and the
necessity of carrying the unions along
It is yet ano=-
ther step along the path of union=gow=
ernment collaboration which ultimately
leads to the corporate state, Really
both the government and the trade union
leaderships have the same wish, which
is to end the struggle between workers
and employers, They wish to turn
their efforts to increasing national pro-
dugtion, which in turn increases the
exploitation of the worker,

Of course, trade union leaders are
saying the 3 per cent is too low a figure
but the Chancellor obviously wouldn't
offer his final amount for any settle=
ment, It leaves plenty of room for
horse trading and the trade union lead=
ers will have a fine old time negotiating
for their own particular interests,

I'M INNOGENT, 0.K.?

IS A sad but true reflection on
.the nature of British ''justice" that it
needs the celebrity and influence of a
man like Peter Hain to be acquitted of
charges brought on '"dubious' evidence.

Legal reform groups such as Justice
inform us that the number of people
convicted on such evidence is much
higher than people imagine., Not sur-
prisingly, their evidence was ignored
by the Devlin Committee of Inquiry
which looked into the identification
procedure,

Hain, thanks mainly to his reputation
as a ''political activist' was lucky en-
ough to have widespread coverage in
both Pregs and T,V, to appeal for wit-
nesses, To the "ordinary' person,
who are the ones mostly accused, this
method is denied and is usually exclus=-
ive to the police., With a "'rising"’
crime rate, if everyone was given a
chance to appeal in this way, the pap=~
ers would be full of appeals for witnes=-
ses, In this so=called democratic
‘country, it just wouldn't do would it for
‘people having to justify themselves, en
masse,
was able to have his solicitor present
at the identification parade, His soli-
citor alsp had a few tricks up his
sleeve to match those of the police.
Normally people don't get this choice :
although they are legally entitled to it,
usually they are given a so]icitor‘“a_.s,

Hain was also lucky in that he .

It has also given the 'public opinion'
pollsters a field day, But their loaded
questions five very little indication of
how people really feel on the Chancel-
lor's proposals, The government can,
according to the Guardian, take comfort
from a poll that records that two=-thirds
of rank=-& ~filatrade unionists supported

.the government's 3 per cent proposal,

However, one in ten changed their

‘minds when asked which policy would

‘personally' suit them best, and favour
ed a return to free collective bargain-
ing,

Many trade unionists accepted the
first wage limit of £ 6 because there
was a sort of rough justice in it, At
least everyone got the same amount
and it did give some badly organised
and low paid workers a higher increase
than they might have otherwise obtained
from normal bargaining, But the dan-
ger is that each year the government
will hand down options to the TUC who
will then decide with the trade union

leaders what to accept on behalf of ten

million members.

This leaves the membership out of it

~ without any real say in what wages and

conditions they are willing to accept.

It is one more step towards the Corpor-
ate State and away from rank and file
control, Some might well answer that
members had very little say previously
as to what wage increase they wanted,
With the present structure of the trade
unions this is true for a lot of unions,

but at least the leaders were still und- .

er pressure from members and could

not hide behind the law as they do now, |

Cont.om P .2

part of the legal aid provision after
they have been charged and are already
in court, It is the widespread opinion
that have having been ma de to look
guilty in this way, already the chances
of an acquittal are slim, Without del=-
ving too deeply into the whole messy
affair of identification parades it is
worth noting a few points,

Normally people who are completely
innocent are much more likely to be
their own worst enemy when it comes
to ID parades, for they appear nervous
and bewildered., Any witness who is
unsure about picking someone out will
usually notice such behaviour, for they
usually pick someone, thinking the pol=
ice would not have wasted their time by
not including the criminal, The police
on the other hand are well known for
their dirty tricks at these ID parades,
It is a well known fact that if they want
to "fit" someone up for a crime they
will go to some lengths to make it work
It probably helped Peter Hain consider-
ably that he was an occasional lecturer
at a police college and the refore knows
the game more than most, hence by and
and large the police played it by the
rules, The case of George Davis is
somewhat different --they couldn't
frame his father but they got a chance
with Davis Junior, Whatever the pre-
vious character of people like Davis or
George Ince, from the shady world of
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But whoever decides wages, high or
low, while workers are content or ac-
cept the wage system then we will re-
main wage slaves, The wage struggle
forms but a small part of the total
class struggle that takes place every
day. Many more disputes take place
over questions of managerial functions
at the place of work, This concerns
control of the job, It means that peo=-
ple are concerned about how they carry
our their work and do not want to be
subject to the whims of management
and they continue to try and reduce the
exploitive nature of the factory and
work place, While the profit motive
system can adjust and absorb wage in-
¢reases, it could not do the same if
workers consciously sought to take
control of their work places and start-
ed producing for the needs of commun-
ity, This is the real battle that has to
be fought, Otherwise we will continue
to be wage slaves content with financi-
al handouts worked out by the trade un-
jon leaders and the government of the
day.

P. Tot

I'M INNOCENT, OK? conl.fremPl

petty crime and violence (in most cases

a reflection of the social environment)

they should be treated the same as
everyone else,

Most importantly for the innocent
victims of wrongful prosecution (in an
anarchist opinion--=100%) there is the
social stigma and rejection, Itis a
fact that even a person who has previ-
ously been a ''model” citizen, the fact
that they have been convicted results
in rejection to some degree by friends
or colleagues, Statements from peo-
ple in this situation, e.g. Luke
Dougherty, bear witness to the fact and
no amount of financial compensation
can ever compensate for the loss of
friends and colleagues.

Having said all that, let us make it
perfectly clear that as anarchists we
should not have any illusions whatso=-
ever, including the possibility of re-
forms, with an institutionalised legal
system, based as it is on property and
privilege. No man is good enough to
be another's judge or master, A so-
ciety that is based on true justice and

social principles needs nothing as
crass and debasing as the British legal
system,

Moreover not only should we be the
last to demand refa ms from a society
based on such irreconcilable inequality,
we should also point this out to those
like Peter Hain, who ought to know
better but still strive to reform the
gsituation, It is one small step for the
authorities to move from framing an
individual to framing groups of people
who might well be charged together, It
was more than coincidence that out of
8 defendants in the "Angry Brigade"
trial, 4 were acquitted ==~ it is deliber-
ate policy. Recently we have had a
number of cases, including the BWNIC
14 and the 21 Iranian students who oc-
cupied the Iranian Embassy in London,
where the charge was either not proven
or was dropped before it ever reached

‘the court, The present Conspiracy
laws may be inadequate to get convict-

Tony Judge, chairman of the Greater
London Council's Housing Management
Committee, in which Hornsey Rise .
Squatters offer to vacate one of the 3
blocks they at present occupy conditi-
onal on their starting negotiations on
the proper rehousing of all the squat- -
ters and with the expectation that re- |
habilitatioh work will start immediate=
ly on the block,

Together with this offer the GLC will
also receive a full census of the resid=-
ents of the estate, thus giving the GLC
the information they will require in
order to make plans for rehousing,

This is the latest move in a long line
of attempts by the squatters to open
negotiations with the GLC, all of which
have been ignored, 3

Recent claims by the GLC that the
squatters are keeping over 200 men
out of work by not allowing them to
start renovation work on the flats are
brought into serious doubt by the fect
that no work has been carried out on
numbers 7-27 Elgin Avenue (another
GLC site previously occupied bysquat-
ters) since mid-October 1975,

Bid to turn off gas S‘QP_IY defeated

On Wednesday, 7 April, early mor=-
ning, the political harassment of the
squatters in the 3 blocks continued
with an attempt by the gas board to
turn off the supplies in Goldie House,
although most of the residents have
paid up current accounts, The worke=
ers who came to dig a hole in the yard
had been told by the management that
the flats were empty. Residents cal=
led each other to the yard by blowing
whistles and explained the situation to
the workers, When the workers
learned that the flats were occupied
and that the residents were living in
appalling conditions and subject to
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jons but you can be sure they will be
altered so that they can, The need of
the authorities here is a political one,
which is the root of all societies based
on such arbitrary authority; the need
to discipline and dictate to people who
strive to free themselves from injust-
ice., No matter how sincere people
like Peter Hain in his J,A/I,L, cams=
paign are, we will always find "innoc-
ent'" people jailed (show trials are still
show trials whether in Britain or the
"Soviet Union) unless we have revoluti-
onary change, not reformist change,

For those who argue that Hain was
acquitted and thus O.K,, the police
might well argue that (although admit-
ting privately that it was a golden opp=-
ortunity missed) the law also justifies
itself because an innocent man was
freed,

We know it never will,

Francis A, Wright, .

| SQUATTERS THREATENED

"A. LETTER has been delivered to Mr, .

persecution by the authorities for the
sole reason that they are homeless
people who have taken direct action to
house themselves, they refused to go
on with the cut-=off, One of the squat-

ters gave them a press statement of 29

March which describes the similarly
politically motivated cut-off of electri-
city supplies to the estate, and the
workers agreed to take the matter up
with their union.,

. The accounts supervisor on being
questioned by the squatters denied that
‘the gas board were operating on in~
structions from the GLC but he was
unable to explain why the board had
lied to its workers by telling them that
the flats were empty, or why they
were cutting off people who had fully
paid up current accounts,

Latest: The GLC won a possession
order in the High Court to-
day, 12 April, and also gained costs,
It is now vital that the Hornsey squat-
ters get every support., Evictions

could come at any time,

~ Contact Donald Gardner, Scott Birnie,

Sean Martin at Flat 32, Ritchie House,
Hornsey Rise Estate, Sunnyside Road,

N.19 or leave messages at 01-272 9568

(11 am to 7 pm).

BAIL
BILL

THE BAIL Bill has been introduced.
into the House of Commons almost two
years after the report of the working
party on Bail Procedures in Magist-
rates! Courts, The following state-
ment is issued by RAP (Radical Alter-
natives to Prison) as ''first thoughts on
the bill",

'""The most notable feature of the bill is
what is left out of it. It only deals
with the question of bail before convic-
tion. Yet a large number of remands
in custody take place after conviction
but before sentence, usually for the
purpose of obtaining reports, the pris-
oner often spending eight days in cust-
ody in order to spend one hour with a
doctor or psychologist. In 1974 there
were 131 thousand receptions into pri-
son after conviction but before sent=
ence, of which almost 6000 did not re-
ceive custodial sentences, It seems
ludicrous that these people are totally
ignored in the bail bill,

"The bill purports to make the:2rant-
ing of bail the rule, and remands in
custody the exception, to be used only
when the court feels that the accused
would fail to appear, commit an offence
while on bail or obstruct the course of
justice. But how the court will decide
who to allow to remain free and who to
keep in custody is not specified, It

| would not, seemingly, differ greatly
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Jack Robinson's venom makes a wel-
come antidote to the antics of the con-
tenders for the Leadership of the Lab-
our Party, but, I suggest, he is guilty
" of greater faults than those he con-
demns (""Who Is the Winner?'" 3,4,76).

What kind of democracy (if any) is
Jack proposing, as an alternative to the
counting-of heads he refers to so con-
temptuously? How are we (or how is
Jack) to decide just who is the "'most
talented'' and "'most fitted'' to occupy
a position of leadership --presupposing
a belief in such things, of course.

It seems that I must also differ from
good old Bill Blake, who Jack quotes
approvingly as having said that ''polit-
ics is something else than human life'',
No, no, no! Politics is part of human
life, and a major part at that, Politics
in its proper meaning is surely the do-
main of anarchists., Politics is about

.argument, debate and reason; about
theory and practice; about society and
the place of the individual within it,

Jack concludes with a plea for anar=-
chy and freedom that compares withthe
similar cries of the conservative right
for their freedom to make profit, The
abuse of the word 'freedom' by the 'left!
is as loose, and therefore as meaning=-
less, as that of the 'right'. The simp-
listic solution is common to both,

The social anarchist opposition to
government on principle is irrelevant
because history and a realistic look at

the world suggest, to me at least, the *

utter impossibility of society without
government. The only question is :
what kind of government ? Some of us
want to abolish the imperfect liberal
democracy we have in order to see re=-
alised an impossible ideal ==~ in the
process, bringing about an order of
things quite impossible to forecast, but
almost inevitably awful, |

How can Jack or anyone else serious=-
ly expect support for beliefs based up=-
on propositions of wishful-thinking ?
There are greater dangersin irrational
thinking than in the institution of
.government,

‘ ‘ Yours,
| co— Brian P, Boreham, ,
I do not, nor does anarchism as I
see it, embrace democracy. I did not
suggest that leaders be appointed for
reason and intellect, I me rely menti-
oned this as a 'democratic' alternative
-in face of the unwarranted assumption
that leaders chosen by ballot possess
reason and intellect, and the choice is
made on such grounds if one is to ap=-
point leaders or 'authorities' for skills
What of a man who has been in the
Navy, looked after money problems.

crime and punishment, and directed
foreign affairs being chosen (not on
grounds of conspicuous success at any

_of these jobs) as leader of party and

government, He must be.a Jack of all

trades,

When I say 'politics' I am using it in
the derogatory sense as did William

‘Blake. It is a far cry from argument,’

debate and reason to Watergate, the

horse-trading in the Labour party‘elec-_
tion, the financial scandals in Italy, the

Chinese agitation and denunciations, the
Japanese bribery scandals -- all these
are politics. The 'polis' in politics
was in fact only the city-state in which
'democracy' seemed to be possible --
founded on slavery!

What I appealed for was to realize it
is "a matter of bread, of land, of work,
of life or death'. Truly the ends of all
political groupings are the same but the
means for realizing them differ. It is
these that the ends perceptibly and im-
perceptibly change.

If friend Boreham cannot conceive of
society without government then anarch-
ism is not his belief, I hold that it is
not wishful=-thinking, Such societies
exist, such relationships exist and have
existed in the past where government
did not exercise its deadly influence, It
is wishful thinking to believe that by the
counting of heads we shall arrive at
wisdom or by the acquisition of leaders
(no matter how enlightened) we arrive
at freedom and responsibility.

Jack Robinson,
fose = - B o St o =y

MARXISM.

Dear Sir,

After reading only one copy of FREE =
DOM I have already noticed that you
like most older left-wing organisations
have been confusing the system that ex-
ists in the Soviet Union with Marxism,
I should like to help rectify this by giv-
ing you a correct definition of Marxism,

Marxist Socialism is based on three
things 1) common ownership (not nati-
onalisation which is state-capitalism);
2) production for use (production pure-
ly for human consumption and not for
sale at a profit); 3) free access (each
individual will receive free everything
necessary for a free and secure life,
the abolition of money finally freeing
man's mind from petty financial consi-
derations)., As you can see this sysi-
em dce s not exist in any of the 'com-
munist' countries nor is it advocated
by any left-wing political party be they
Social democratic, Communists, Trot-
skyist, Maoist or any other fakes mas-
querading under the name of Marx,
However, the Communist party and its
Trotskyist offspring will try and tell
you that state-capitalism on the Rus-
sian model is an essential transitional
stage between Capitalism and Social=-
ism, this is nonsense! A socialist
society will come about when a major=-
ity of people want it, whether the eco=-
nomy-at the time is mainly in state or
private hands will make no difference,
I would therefore be obliged in future
if you would be more careful and not

confuse any of the aforementioned
idiots with the theories of Karl Marx,

I also find anarchist philosophy in
need of correction regarding your mis-
taken belief that the enemy of liberty
ts the state, The state is merely the
instrument of oppression not the cause,
The cause is the system which maint-
ains the state, capitalism!

Yours fraternally,
Ian Greenslade,
| EREROEREY
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What you describe as 'Marxist soci=
alism' is what we would call 'anarch-
ist=communism', We know very well
that '"Marxist socialism'/'anarchist
communism' does not exist in any of
the 'communist' countries.

As a Marxist, you treat Marxism
very un-Marxistically! That is, you
idealise it, and write as though there

‘were an 'essence’ of Marxism, which
could be separated from the practice
of those who call themselves Marxists,
such as Lenin, Stalin and Mao, You
will find plenty of justification for the
transitional ‘stage under the dictator=-
ship of the proletariat in the writings
of Marx, As Castoriadis puts it,
""The reality of Marxism is primarily
- to an overwhelming extent which
surpasses all the rest - that it is the
ideology referred to by totalitarian
regimes of exploitation and oppression
which exercise their power over a
billion men and women, "'

TR T TR N
TAXATION IS THEFT

'OFFICIAL STATISTICS published on
“April 5 indicate clearly that after the
£ 6 limit was introduced the average
worker and clerk was still worse off

3

after paying tax and allowing for higher

prices than she/he was in the fourth
quarter of 1974,

The figures on expenditure and natio=-
nal income for 1975 show that after=-tax

incomes adjusted for inflation fell

sharply between the autumn of 1974 and

spring 1975, Between the second and
third and between the third and fourth

quarterss incomes hardly rose in 1975,
The figures crystallize out to demonst-
rate the futility of paying tax and allow-
ing the increase of prices,

The real income from wage-~depend-
ence, after deduction of national insur=
ance and tax, rose 22 per tent between
1974 and 1975, However, this increase
was completely smashed by higher
prices, The result : a fall in the living
standard of the average employee, This
figure shows strikingly the way in which
the acceptance of taxation and the sub=-
missive allowing of price increases
push people further into the profit ori-
entated capitalist system and the state's
tax net, and decrease their living stand-
ard even though they claim higher
wages.,

Therefore, smash the state and its
taxation to increase your living stanc-
ard, :

Abraham,










































