
Digital Library Project: 

What is in @? 



An important part 

our work at the 

Sparrows’ Nest is 

the Digital Library, 

containing 

thousands of 

documents. 



Processing them 

involves: 

• conservation 

• identification 

• classification 

• digitalising 

• cataloguing 



Database allows for scrolling and searching 



Database features: 

9,357 pages of digitised documents, 

spanning the 1940s-2000s. 
 That is c. 5% of the archival materials 

 (currently) held at the Nest (not including the 

 books). 

More documents are being added all 

the time. 



The Sparrows’ Nest holds 

the archives of a number of 

organisations and 

individuals, e.g. 

• Anarchist Federation 

• Solidarity Federation 

• Ron’s Collection 

These contain published 

materials as well as 

unpublished sources. 

Some unpublished materials 

are available in the Digital 

Library. 



RON01996-7 
A letter outlining weaknesses in the 

organisation of the AFB and 

proposing the transition into what 

was to become the SWF. 

letter; English; typewritten 

Sender(s) Hawkes, Ken; 

 Rowe, Frank 

Organisation(s) AFB 

Sent from UK, England, London 

Recipient N/A 

Organisation(s)  AFB 

Sent to UK* 

Date 03/06/1950 

Examples of 

unpublished sources 



RON00376 
James R. Howes pays his debts 

and comments on financial 

difficulties of a working class father. 

letter; English; handwritten 

Sender(s) Howes, James R. 

Organisation(s) AFB* 

Sent from UK, England, 

 Stockport 

Recipient N/A 

Organisation(s)  AFB 

Sent to UK, England,London* 

Date 02/05/1949 

Examples of 

unpublished sources 



RON01467 
An appeal urging for support of 

anti-fascist prisoners in Spain. 

letter; English; typewritten, 

handwritten signature 

Sender(s)  Ruiz, A. 

Organisation(s) CNT 

Sent from UK, England, 

 London 

Recipient  N/A 

Organisation(s)  SWF* 

Sent to UK, England, London* 

Date  26/09/1962 

Examples of 

unpublished sources 



RON01948-9 
"May Day in Dundee." Probably a 

manuscript for a SWF paper. 

manuscript; English; handwritten 

Author(s) DYC 

Organisation(s) Dundee 

 Anarchist Group* 

Published/written in UK, 

 Scotland, Dundee* 

Date 1965 

Examples of 

unpublished sources 



Title: Ainriail 
Subtitle: A Belfast Anarchist 
 Bi-Monthly 
Issue No: 1 
Published by: Ainriail 
Published in: Belfast 
Month (etc): August 
Year: 1985 
Hyperlink: PAR0078.pdf 
File size (MB): 7.53 
Pages: 12 
Format: bulletin; magazine; 
 zine 

Examples of published 

sources in Box A 



Title: Antistudent 
Published by: Antistudent 
 Pamphlet Collective 
Published in: UK 
Hyperlink: PAR0016.pdf 
File size (MB): 34.60 
Catalogue ID: 2718 
Pages: 40 
Format: pamphlet 

Examples of published 

sources in Box A 



    

Examples of published 

sources in Box A: 

Circle @ 

http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21


    

Examples of published 

sources in Box A: 

Circle @ 

http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21


    

Examples of published 

sources in Box A: 

Struggles 

http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21


    

Examples of published 

sources in Box A: 

Struggles 

http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21


    

Examples of published 

sources in Box A: Local 

papers 

http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21


    

Examples of published 

sources in Box A: Local 

papers 

http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21


    

Examples of published 

sources in Box A: 

Manifestos 

http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0011.pdf#page=21


Please come and use our library 

and archive! 

Please give us feedback on the 

project! 

Please help us, e.g. with: 

• Knowledge of historical 

movements, to help us 

interpret what we have. 

• Donations of  books and 

materials relating to anarchist 

groups/organisations.  

• Money, esp. to help us to 

preserve and digitise further 

documents. 

P 


