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Database features:

9,357 pages of digitised documents,
spanning the 1940s-2000s.

That is c. 5% of the archival materials
(currently) held at the Nest (not including the

booKks).
More documents are being added all
the time.
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Syndlcallst materials
1940s-1960s

Part of the Digital Library project of The Sparrows' MNest, Mottingham - A centre for
anarchist culture and education.

Last update 14th April 2013.

Ron's Collection is an amazing freasure trove of leaflets, newspaper cuttings and ({most
numerous and interesting) letters, providing fascinating insights into the history of
syndicalist groups and individuals, active in Britain and around the world. Please browse
the table below by either using your browser's search function or scrolling merrily about.

The documents primarily record activities of the Anarchist Federation of Britain (AFB),
which subsequently became the Syndicalist Workers' Federation (SWF), between the
1940s and the early 1960s. The collection therefore provides researchers with unique
source material on a period often overlooked in the history of radical politics, the years
between the end of the Spanish Civil War and the iconic events of the late 1960s.

Part of the collection's importance is that it not only contains information on British
syndicalists, but on groups and people from all over the world and with very different
politics. For instance, the processed documents were sent to and from 25 different
countries, feature six languages and refer to a total of 195 groups, parties, trade unions,
committees etc. as well as 71 different publications.

Ron's Collection is complemented by the archive of the Solidarity Federation (SolFed
Collection). Whereas Ron's Collection contains mostly internal documents, the SolFed
Collection includes many of the AFB/SWF's publications, such as papers and pamphlets.

The

‘\%EE Sparrows' Nest
The Sparrows’ Nest holds
the archives of a number of
organisations and
Individuals, e.qg.

 Anarchist Federation
 Solidarity Federation
 Ron’s Collection

These contain published
materials as well as
unpublished sources.

Some unpublished materials
are available in the Digital
Library.



Examples of
unpublished sources

Members of the London Group have been
dissetisfied for some time with the eyperent stagnation of
our movement, Since the election of the Lebour Government
in 1745 the AFB has not developed &s we entioipated at the

leggow Congress,

repleced by new blood, orgenised Anerchist sotivity in

bootlend ~ keystone of our movement during the wer - hes

oeesed, end our propegende elsewhere hes, to e lerge extent,
2ller on deef ecors, Our work on the internationsl field
for the fometion of a World Anerchiet Federation hes not
borne fruit - indeed, our position was decisively rejecoted at
he International Congress in Paris lest Autumn

SucCCessSiul Sync.icallSt SCL1V.TV. The AFB clearly laocks the
organisationzl form both to atiract discontented workers and
to give en a2lterrative to T.U. organisstion,

After lengthy di

sondon Grou
8 to provinc

scussion on the basis of the
hes decided to submit the
2l comredesg:~

above points,
following prop

ot the AFB should trensform itself
tion which willl concern itself solely
DPngende and actiom,

2, Thet this orgenisation should aim:
cerrying out industrisl propsgandes and
e »le, rank-end-file groupings in

85 secondly,

n between these groupings and;

. by these meens, the basis for

the different
lisison. organis
thirdly, to provi

e ¥Te+dianed Y o d

to act ag &

Pedere +3

on of Lebour im this country,

Members have lapsed and have net beel
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RONO01996-7

A letter outlining weaknesses in the
organisation of the AFB and
proposing the transition into what
was to become the SWF.

letter; English; typewritten

Sender(s) Hawkes, Ken,;
Rowe, Frank
Organisation(s) AFB

Sent from UK, England, London

N/A
AFB
UK*

03/06/1950

Recipient
Organisation(s)
Sent to

Date
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RONOO376

James R. Howes pays his debts
and comments on financial
difficulties of a working class father.

letter; English; handwritten

Sender(s) Howes, James R.

' Organisation(s) AFB*
Sent from UK, England,
Stockport

' Recipient N/A
Organisation(s) AFB
Sent to UK, England,London*

Date 02/05/1949
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A. Ruiz: Secretary -~

, Illex Rcad,London N,.W,1l0
Tel:

1076

Dear Sir/Madam

We have received slarming news concerning the situation of the
Spaniards detained in Madrid and Barceclona, accused of subversive
activities, A Military Tribunal has demandcd the desth pcnalty

or onc of them, a young student. ALl of them arc young libcrtarians
(Youth Movement of the C.N.T.),

These trials by Franco's rcgime are direet attempts againts the

frecdom and dignity of the Spanish pcople, We arc conscious of the
reasons that allow the continuity of this regime, but we rely

on the humanitarion feelings of thosc who defend the clecmentary
rights of justicc,

he young student, Jorge Conill Vall, is in danger.

We appcal to you and your friends to make cvery possible cffort
to suve hiis lifc,

n soliderisy with the Spanish people, we need your support,
~1th§r using your known influcnce by writing to the Press, to

he linitcd Nations or any other mesns availeble,

Yours sincercly,
/’/ -
ALK ((42,/"’

/
/

The
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RONO01467
An appeal urging for support of
anti-fascist prisoners in Spain.

letter; English; typewritten,
handwritten signature

Sender(s)

Organisation(s)
Sent from

Ruiz, A.

CNT

UK, England,
London

Recipient N/A
Organisation(s) SWF*
Sent to UK, England, London*

Date 26/09/1962
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RONO01948-9

"May Day in Dundee." Probably a
manuscript for a SWF paper.

manuscript; English; handwritten

Author(s) DYC
Organisation(s) Dundee
Anarchist Group*

Published/written in UK,
Scotland, Dundee*

Date 1965



Examples of published
sources in Box A
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% Murrays' Case
4 | 2| Plastic Bullets
§ Asbestos etc.
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Title: Ainriail
Subtitle: A Belfast Anarchist

Bi-Monthly
Issue No: 1
Published by: Ainriail
Published in: EIEN
Month (etc): August
Year: 1985
Hyperlink: PAROO78.pdf
File size (MB): 7.53
Pages: 12

Format: bulletin; magazine;
zine



Examples of published
sources in Box A

ANTISTV™SNT

The
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Title: Antistudent
Published by:  Antistudent

Pamphlet Collective
Published in: UK
Hyperlink: PAROO16.pdf
File size (MB): 34.60
Catalogue ID: 2718
Pages: 40
Format: pamphlet



Examples of published
sources in Box A:
Circle @

@& news

INFORMATION BULLETIN FROM GREECE
MAY 2002-APRIL 2003

ANOTHER WAR IS POSSIBLE...
SOCIAL WAR!!!

The

? Sparrows' Nest

The hands of G8 are stained with blood. The blood of those who, in the name
of democracy, “security” and “antiterrorism”, are murdered in Yugoslavia, Afganistan,
Iraq, Palestine...everywhere. And the keep on being murdered. Against the G8, as well
as those who meet in Salonica in Greece on 19-21 of June, at the E.U. Summit. Let’s
welcome them as they deserve...

Athens 31-5-2003 ANARCHIST INTERVENTION
www.geocities.com/an_pare
news_a@yahoo.com
an_pare@yahoo.com
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Examples of published
sources in Box A:

Circle @

Ton, O xon

FemaTes 652

rhotos “or
rouge, Yoy 5
advertising dept. the

nasty
Aided unwitingly
as a Piss Up and a

by his.style of writing.I

PAUL - AZ,
THE WHITE HORSE,
UFFINGTON,

e
wz 2z o

foe INWFO o®

I thought I'd open my zine
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& 1ine
sic Biz P

with the above piece by iark because I'm so fascinated

aim to cover the lesser known bands as much as possible
and maybe occaisonally take on a bigger band if nedds be.The name can be seen

as an anarchist's send up of the famous hippy oz zime of yesteryear,or maybe

you can interpretate the A as a symbol for anarchy and the Z as the last letter

of the alphabet or last resort,and from that derive the statement or question
"why shuold anarchy be the last resort «. EN#¥K Enough of all that this

zine is to show you that anyone can produce a publication of some kind,

and 15 just a big V sign to the established press who seem to have ability to
sanipulate interviews and what have you into what they like to provide interesting
but imsccurate reading,and they have thePOWSR to condemn some of our up gad
coning bands into oblivion ,why should the opinion of one person be final.

OXON. TEL UFFINGTON 65244+ eocves

sl T sdanbiee,
Ieats ) i L9

T P Ree e nOL bk

codian gecsalons

Reconos e To L Res Banwes,
PO FSy
WEST bewE,
B e T T
coasET,
vl KEP
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Examples of published The
sources in Box A:
Struggles

¥ Sparrows' Nest

 ANARCHIST BLACK CROSS
~ BULLETN |

Published by London Anarchist Black Cross

ANARCHIST FE
MAG MINIST

WINTER 1985 75p.

,S,eLlQQSIJL Criminal S 7@@&5 e
CONTENTS TIM DONAGHY - Page 6
IVAN FERGUS - Page 2 PALESTINIAN WOMEN
SILVIA BARALDINI - Page 4 PRISONERS - Page9

PRISONERS JUSTICE DAY

ROBERT TAYLOR - Page 12
- Page 5 JOHN KAMARA - Page 15 N
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Examples of published
sources in Box A: i
Struggles

Attack International

We are a small revolutionary propaganda group. We aim to spread ide-
as and information that help to incite, support and develop struggle by the
working class against capitalism and the state. We have produced a
number of leaflets, posters and so on, as well as a paper (‘Attack’) and a
book (‘Breaking Free'). We plan to produce more in the future. If you
would like to receive any of these publications, please send a (large?!)
donation to us. And if you want a copy of '‘Breaking Free', please send
£2.00 (all cheques made payable to Attack International). And, of course,
all donations are very welcome. Please contact us at BM 6577, London,
WC1N 3XX, England.

ATTACK

| ATTACK ATTACK ATTACK

The Voice of

Respectable Moderation

FETRCE R
INTERNATIONAL VR 2 PAY WHAT YOU WANT...
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Examples of publ
sources in Box A

papers

ISSUE 1
Autumn '96

Free/Donation

For Total Liberation

INSIDE
Boycotts?
J.S.A.
Technology
Who are the
Working Class?
and more...

2fin, Black Star, P.O. Box 446, Sheffield S1 1NY

What they will (inevitably) say:

“If Leon were alive today he’d shoot them like partridges” - Socialist Worker
“Lock them up” - Michael Howard

“They’re all neo-nazi state assets trying to gain secret information about us,
their spies are everywhere...everyone’s out to get us..wibble!” - Green
Anarchist

“Oooh It sounds a bit violent and extreme, all this talk about ‘smashing’, can’t
we tickle the state instead?” - Some sad fluffy

GROUNDSWELL

network of anti-JSA groups

ADVISORY SERVICE FOR SQUATTERS OUWCU, East Oxford Community Centre, Princess St, Oxford
2 St Pauls Road, Islington, L 1. 0171-359.8814

@FIN CONTACTS

SCOTTISH F[DER\TIDN OF ANARCHISTS
[lﬁrrnm\ul:m. for newsletter

yndicalis
9, SWPDO, Manch

ATTERS ACTION FOR SECURE HOMES
t Pauls Road, London N1 20N

Anti-left communists, A4 S
Dept 10, 1 Newton St, Manchester M1 1HW

)161-232 0813 S FIELD CONTACTS

BAD ATTITUD!

Radical women
STANCE TO THE J
46, Shcmvld S1INY

azine (£1.501 A4SAE)
Box 83, SWPDO, Manchester M15 SNJ
CLASS WAR SHE F‘FIN (Sheffield Free Information Network, SAE for

Britain's most unnuly tabloid

PO Bor Bristol BS99 1EL 201 Crookes Valley Road, Shefficld S1 1BA. 0114-267-1200

CONTRA-FLOW
Jfree (SAE) subversive newsletter
56 Crampton Street, London SE17. 0171-326-0353

COUNTER INFORM
quarterly free (SAE) new
Pigeonhole CI, 11 Forth Street, Edinburgh E11. Scotland
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Manifestos

o . ative outlook to act as a brake on militancy. It is
anavrvchist ssacessary tberefore ihak workers organias i vak-and

file movement within the existing unions across sec

tional divisions and independent of bureaucracy. Such
a movement would act, firstly, as a political coun-
terpoint to the reformist bureaucracy and, secondly,
provide, in times of struggle, the organisational frame.

work to bypass the leaders who always side with the

bosses in a revolutionary crisis

HE LIBERATION of workers must be achieved by the
workers themselves. This task cannot be carried out
on bebalf ofthe workersby a vanguard party. Any at

tempt to usurp the role of the mass of the workers must
be opposed. There can be no socialism without

workers' democracy. Therefore we do not consider the
Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, China or Cuba to be
socialist.

C APITALISM generates systems of oppression which
workersegroup

Anarchist
Workers
Group

divide the working class To create a unified
workers' movement and a genuine communist society
we must fight all forms of oppression in principle.

NDER CAPITALISM the workers produce the wealth To this end we oppose the oppression of women.
Unf the world but neither own nor control the pro In the family women are burdened with the main
duce of their labour. Capitalism creates poverty, star- responsibility for childcare and domestic labour. We
vation, unemployment, waste, pollution, war and the stand for free abortion on demand and the socialisa
threat of nuclear annibilation. Only when the working tion of childcare and housework through free pro.
class seize control of, and plan production, for use not vision of 24-bour nurseries, laundries, dormitories
profit, can buman needs be satisfied and restaurants.

We are opposed to all forms of racial discrimina

HERE IS no parliamentary road to socialism. The tion. We are opposed to all immigration controls and
Tmm/mnv directors, top civil servants, security and support the right to physical self-defence against racist
army chiefs and lawlords exercise real power and will attacks.
prevent parliament from legislating for fundamental We oppose all forms of discrimination against
social change. The power of the ruling class can only lesbians and gays and stand for the full decriminalisa-
be contested effectively at the point of production tion of bomosexuality.
which is primarily where socialists must organ

LTHOUGH WORKERS learn through struggle they
Axln not spontaneously become revolutionary.

HE STATE is an instrument of class domination
Trm(l cannot be used in any way to further the Therefore we advocate a political organisation of
interests of the working class All gains conceded by anarcbist workers which can win workers to liberta
our rulers can only be defended through the class rian communist ideas and intervene decisively in the

struggle The capitalist courts, local councils and class struggle. We stand for the fullest democracy and
industrial arbitration bodies cannot serve as a subst independence of all workers' organisations. Therefore
tute for direct action by workers. The state cannot be we defend the right of all revolutionary currents to
reformed, bypassed or brought under democratic con- participate within worke We urge all those
trol. It must be destroyed and replaced by the power of who agree with our objectives and policies to join us in
workers councils. building such an organisation so that Libertarian
Communism can become a reality.

HERE CAN be no socialism in one country. Capital

i is international and, therefore,

social revolution must be international in order to
succeed. The working class bave no country; British

workers bave no common interests with their bosses AWG

As internationalists we side with all oppressed peoples

Jfighting imperialism whilst promoting the primacy of

working class interests in all such struggles. P o B ox 2 0

HE TRADE unions exist to defend workers’ interests H U DDE R s F I E L D

Tu'itbin the limits of capitalism: they cannot be be

wvebicles for its revolutionary overthrow. The trade

union leaders are a bureaucratic caste whose existence

depends on the maintenance of their role as
professional negotiators. This role fosters a conserv-

RCHIST WORKERS GROU

Foundin
Statemen
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Please come and use our library
and archive!

Please give us feedback on the
project!

Please help us, e.g. with:

« Knowledge of historical
movements, to help us
Interpret what we have.

« Donations of books and
materials relating to anarchist
groups/organisations.

« Money, esp. to help us to
preserve and digitise further
documents.



